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Notice of a Public Hearing

The Board of Managers has scheduled a public hearing regarding the proposed
design for the Robert Elliott Memorial Garden, which will be held during the
Board’s regular meeting on Monday, June 8, 2015.
The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. Residents are encouraged to attend.

The Memorial Garden is proposed to be located in the west corner of the large
Oliver Street Park (located between Kirkside Drive and Oliver and Park Streets
where the annual July 4 Party is held). See reverse side for park location. A full scale version
of the drawing for the Memorial Garden along with all of the concept materials can be
found by visiting the Village website at www.chevychasevillagemd.gov
by clicking on the “Proposed Robert Elliott Memorial Garden”
under Quick Links located on the left side of the homepage.
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If you are unable to attend the Public Hearing on June 8, you may submit
written testimony for the record either by e-mail to
cev@montgomerycountymd.gov or directly to the Village office at 5906
Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 20815.
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1. SITE PLAN BASED ON GIS MAPPING FROM
CHEVY CHASE VILLAGE AND FIELD MEASURING.
2. FOR LOCATION OF UTILITIES, CALL "MISS
UTILITY" AT 1-800-257-7777, OR LOG ON TO
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landscape architecture & garden design

6904 West Avenue Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

LILA FENDRICK

OLIVER STREET., CHEVY CHASE, MD 20815
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Park Refurbishment Plan for the Northwest Corner of the
Large Oliver Street Park in Honor of Robert H. Elliott

Fact Sheet
Size of Park:
e 0.85 acres or 37,026 sq. ft.
Size of Proposed Memorial Garden:

e 0.038 acres or 1,655 sq. ft.
o 4.46% of park

Size of Proposed Terrace:

e 132sq. ft.
e 0.35% of park

Current number of benches in Park (located at the south and east corners of the park):
o 4
Trees to be planted:

e 3 -Flowering Dogwood
e 1-Blackgum

Shrubs/groundcover to be planted:

e 10 - Pee Wee Oakleaf Hydrangea
e 29 - Otto Luyken Cherry Laurel
e 200 - Creeping Liriope



Lyric W. Winik
105 East Lenox Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
301-452-3133/ lyricwinik@mac.com

June 3, 2015

Mr. Michael Denger, Chair, Board of Managets
Chevy Chase Village

5906 Connecticut Avenue

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Dear Mr. Denger:

Thank you for your service on the Village Board of Managers. I’'m writing today
regarding the issue of the memorial planned for the late Bob Elliott in Triangle Park. As
anearly 20 year resident of the Village and also a member of the Village’s Open Space
Committee working on Western Grove Park, I’'m writing to express some concerns.

It is very nice that there has been an effort to recognize Mr. Elliott, who was by all
accounts a lovely, witty man, who devoted considerable time to the tree committee.

In the Open Space Committee, we have spent many hours discussing how to ensure that
we maintain natural parkscapes in the Village. Indeed, through the very hard work of our
chair, Meredith Wellington, and Michael Younes of the Village Staff, the ultimate result
in Western Grove Park is a ground-breaking park for Montgomery County, focused on
preserving tranquil, open green space, rather than establishing a formalized playground,
etc., as appears in nearly every other park of this size. Throughout, we have emphasized
the traditional and historical “park-like setting” of the Village and its small parks.

In that vein, since we have focused so hard on preservation, simply in my position as a
Village resident, I have to ask why the proposed memorial in Triangle Park includes a
very fixed hardscape and bench set up? Without a doubt, this design will fundamentally
alter the character of Triangle Park. '

If we are a community committed to historic preservation and to maintaining our original
character, should that not also extend to our Village parks? The collection of fresh
plantings looks quite nice from the drawing, but adding a fixed hardscape will set a very
strong precedent for modifying and “paving” our parks in the future.

In addition, while I do think it’s lovely that there is a desire to honor Mr. Elliott, I wonder
if there has been thorough consideration given to another aspect as it relates to the
Village. One particularly special quality of the Village is the number of people who have
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served our community in various capacities, never asking for or expecting any public
recognition. Many have spent decades sharing their time and talents. I worry that in the
desire to recognize Mr. Elliott we as a community are inadvertently, but no less painfully,
slighting them.

I have been privileged enough to work very closely with First Ladies Laura Bush and
Michelle Obama, but some of the most lasting lessons in public service that [ have
learned have come from the work of Pat Baptiste and Meredith Wellington. I deeply
appreciate the hours they have spent on some of the most difficult and decidedly un-
glamorous but still vital needs of our community on everything from fiscal management
to development and traffic and conservation. I know of many other residents who have
also been quite generous with their personal time. I wonder if there might be a way to
have a broader recognition of the many special individuals in our community, perhaps at
the Village Hall, or in the little green space across from the hall? At the very least, I
think this is something that we as an entire community need to consider and to discuss.

In closing, I’d like to propose a couple of ideas that might be discussed and out of that, to
find a happy compromise. Perhaps, in a very appropriate recognition of Mr. Elliott’s
arbor skills, the Village might install the fresh plantings in Triangle Park. Although there
are currently a nice number of benches in the park, along with some natural seating
options at the top of the park, perhaps those could be repositioned to take advantage of
the plantings. (I did just recently see an older gentleman enjoying the bench that sits
underneath the full shade tree. That seems to be a particularly desirable spot cutrently for
seating.)

Alternatively, if seating is a priority in this memorial, perhaps then the Village could
honor Mr. Elliott with a bench/seating collection in his name at Western Grove Park.
One of the park’s features is a gentle natural playscape for children. We are hoping to
have benches for their parents and grandparents. That is a definite need that would also
be a very appropriate honot.

Fortunately, there is no need to rush. It would be to everyone’s benefit to have a well-
considered, wide-ranging discussion of all the possibilities and come up with one that
will benefit the entire community and serve as a nice tribute.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Lyric W. Winik




Younes, Michael

To: Village, Chevy Chase
Subject: RE: June 8 hearing on Elliott memorial park design

From: Richard Hertling [mailto:rhertling@live.com]
Sent: Friday, June 05, 2015 5:30 PM

To: Village, Chevy Chase

Subject: June 8 hearing on Elliott memorial park design

| submit this comment because | am unable to attend the June 8 residents' meeting.

| am a resident of Hesketh Street and will not be affected directly by the decision regarding a memorial design
for Mr. Elliott.

| walk extensively on weekends and walk past the park on Kirkside multiple times every Saturday and

Sunday. The park grounds are heavily used by families, children, and residents' pets. While the park is a good
size, it gets a great deal of use, more than probably any other park in the Village, no doubt because of its
central location. | believe that taking up the segment of the park for the proposed purpose will detract from
neighbors' enjoyment of the green space, particualrly when the proposal includes the degree of hardscape it
currently incorporates. | encourage the Board to reject the proposal because of the likely adverse impact on
park users. An alternative would be a simply plaque to Mr. Elliott or perhaps adding a bench and placing on it
a plaque in Mr. Elliott's honor.

I am also concerned about starting to name different aspects of the Village after residents, even those who
have contributed to our community. If the Board wants to acknowledge the contributions of Mr. Elliott, |
submit a plaque in the Village Hall or its grounds is more appropriate. | worry that soon enough anyone who
has made a contribution to our community will start to look for some piece of the Village to carry his or her
name in perpetuity. And while for now the proposal covers a deceased, | can easily see how people will start
seeking such honors while still breathing. | am more than happy for the Village and the Board to acknowledge
the service rendered to residents by those who give of their time and efforts to support our community, but |
again believe that the most appropriate means to do so is through recognition of some kind at the Village Hall
or on its grounds.

If the Board rejects my views, | offer one further suggestion. While the park at Kirkside and Oliver is heavily
used and, as a result, the proposed development would, | believe be detrimental to its current usage, the
Western Grove park is far larger and rarely used. | often walk through it on weekends and during dozens of
time walking through it can recall seeing cumulatively not more than 10 people using it in any capacity. If the
Board believes a memorial of some kind to Mr. Elliott is warranted and wants to place it in a location other
than the Village Hall or its grounds, | suggest the Board look to Western Grove park and collaborate with the
MNCPP to develop the Elliott memorial on there.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Richard Hertling
119 Hesketh Street



Younes, Michael

To: Village, Chevy Chase
Subject: RE: Time to Rethink Oliver Street Park Paving Plan

From: Charles Monk [mailto:cfmonkjr@aol.com]

Sent: Sunday, June 07, 2015 2:12 PM

To: Village, Chevy Chase

Subject: Time to Rethink Oliver Street Park Paving Plan

Village Resident Lyric Winik's letter of June 3, 2015 got it exactly right:

The Village's recent practice has been to preserve open green space not pave it, inconsistent to push strongly
(and rightly) for it in a Montgomery County park and not preserve the open green space we can in our own;

Bob Elliott's service to the Village is commendable but no more so than many others who have no such
memorial; and

There is NO HURRY to approve and build such a memorial. We should take all the time necessary to let any
and all residents who desire involve themselves in the process.

Sukgi Choi and Charles Monk
4027 Oliver Street



