






















E x h i b i t  B P a g e | ii

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This page intentionally left blank)  



E x h i b i t  B P a g e | iii

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

Table of Contents
 
I - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ................................................................................................................................................ 1 

Background .................................................................................................................................................................. 1 

Park Concept Plan ........................................................................................................................................................ 2 

Facility Plan .................................................................................................................................................................. 3 

II - EXISTING CONDITIONS ............................................................................................................................................ 5 

Vicinity Context ............................................................................................................................................................ 5 

Vicinity Map ................................................................................................................................................................. 7 

III - CONCEPT PLAN ...................................................................................................................................................... 9 

Concept Plan Outreach and Development Process ..................................................................................................... 9 

Vision for the Park ....................................................................................................................................................... 9 

Program of Requirements ........................................................................................................................................... 9 

Concept Plan – May 2013 .......................................................................................................................................... 10 

IV - FACILITY PLAN DESIGN NARRATIVE ........................................................................................................................ 11 

Project Timeline ......................................................................................................................................................... 11 

Park Vision ................................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Park Features ............................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Illustrative Facility Plan .............................................................................................................................................. 16 

V – PERMITTING ............................................................................................................................................................ 17 

Maryland – National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) ................................................................. 17 

Montgomery County .................................................................................................................................................. 17 

District of Columbia ................................................................................................................................................... 17 

VI – PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST (COST ESTIMATE) ............................................................................................. 19 

VII - ATTACHMENTS ...................................................................................................................................................... 25 

30% Design Documents................................................................................................................................................. 27 

Appendix A - Planning Board Approval, Demolition, Site Cleanup and Interim Improvements, July 3, 2008 .......... 48 

Appendix B - Developing a Vision, Public Meeting #1, June 16, 2011 ..................................................................... 108 

Appendix C - Chevy Chase Open Space Committee Meeting, January, 2012 .......................................................... 163 

Appendix D - Developing a Vision, Public Meeting #2, June 18, 2012..................................................................... 188 

Appendix E - Concept Plan, Planning Board Briefing, May 9, 2013 ......................................................................... 220 

Appendix F - Correspondence and Meeting Minutes .............................................................................................. 254 

Appendix G – Stormwater Concept Report ............................................................................................................. 281 

Appendix H – Geotechnical Report .......................................................................................................................... 283 

 
  



E x h i b i t  B P a g e | iv

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This page intentionally left blank)



E x h i b i t  B P a g e | 1

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

I - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background 
In 2002, M-NCPPC (“Commission”), Chevy Chase Village (“Village”), and Montgomery County (“County”) 
acquired a two-acre single family home site, located adjacent to Friendship Heights CBD and within the 
limits of Chevy Chase Village, as an Urban Open Space through the Legacy Open Space program. This 
acquisition represented a unique park partnership with a municipality, as described in a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) completed at the time. Chevy Chase Village contributed $1.25 Million, or 25%, 
toward the acquisition.  
 
This purchase laid the foundation for Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park. The Village has requested that 
the Park’s name be changed to Western Grove Park. For more detailed information about the genesis of 
the Park and the MOU, see “Appendix A, Planning Board Approval, Demolition, Site Cleanup and Interim 
Improvements, July 3, 2008”. 
 

 
 
 
The Department of Parks took control of the property in late 2007 after cessation of a life estate. 
According to the terms of the MOU: 

The Commission will operate/maintain the Park (per 1972 agreement with County)  
The Village shall provide municipal services (police, trash removal, etc.)  
The Commission & Village will “jointly prepare a management plan” (now called an Operation & 
Use Plan) in accordance with Legacy Open Space goals  
The Operation & Use Plan may be amended with mutual agreement from the Commission & Chevy 
Chase Village 

 

Chevy Chase Open Space 
Urban Park 
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Since that time, the Department of Parks and the Village have followed a Three-Phase Park 
Implementation Plan: 

Phase I:  Site Cleanup 
Building Demolition 
Non-native invasive & hazardous vegetation removal 
Signage & security 

Phase II:  Interim Improvement Plan 
Interim, low-cost improvements to create a safe, usable park prior to ultimate 
build-out 
Coordinated with Concept Plan to ensure long-term compatibility 

Phase III:  Implementation of full Concept Plan 
 
The house and associated structures were demolished in 2009, and large amounts of unsafe and non-
native invasive vegetation were removed. The MOU with the Village was amended at the time of 
demolition, through which the Village continued to support this Park by reimbursing the Commission 
$39,000, or 50% of the demolition costs. 
 

Park Concept Plan  
In March of 2011, Commission and Village staff began to develop a Park Concept Plan and Interim 
Improvements Plan. Chevy Chase Village created the Chevy Chase Open Space Committee, a liaison 
committee to work hand-in-hand with the Department of Parks and an internal Planning, Design, 
Construction, Operations (PDCO) team, led by Brenda Sandberg and Rachel Newhouse of the Legacy Open 
Space Program and Park & Trail Planning Sections.  
 
During 2011 to 2012, the committee 
held multiple site visits, internal 
coordination meetings, and public 
meetings to develop the Concept 
Plan. The Concept Plan was 
approved by the Board of Managers 
of Chevy Chase Village and the 
Director of Parks in June, 2012 as 
guidance for moving forward with 
future development of the Park. The 
Planning Board was then briefed on 
the Concept Plan on May 9, 2013. 
 
Following review and approval of the Concept Plan, the committee created a list of quick, low-cost 
improvements in recognition of the fact that the park was already being used by numerous residents and 
office workers from the surrounding area. These Phase II interim improvements were compatible with the 
Concept Plan, and  were implemented over the Fall 2012 – Spring 2013, creating a safe, usable park while 
additional park development was pursued. Projects included wood chip paths, remaining debris cleanup, 
and interim landscaping improvements with material obtained from the County’s nursery at Pope Farm.  
 
See Section III of this report for more detailed information about the Concept Plan. 
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Facility Plan 
This Facility Plan report is the first step in Phase III: Implementation of full Concept Plan. It is part of the 
CIP process for funding the Park’s development, through final design and construction. The purpose of the 
Facility Plan is to develop a preliminary design (30%) with cost estimate as part of the CIP process. Once 
the Facility Plan is approved and funding allocated, Park development can proceed to full design 
documents and construction. 
 
The Facility Plan consists of the following major elements: 

An investigation and evaluation of existing conditions (See Section II of this report) 
Natural Resource Inventory / Forest Stand Delineation 
Forest Conservation Exemption and Tree Save Plan 
Development of the Schematic Design Documents from the Concept Plan and Program of 
Requirements  (See “Attachments - 30% Design Documents”) 
Investigation of necessary permits and approvals 
Design and construction cost estimate for the project.  

 

See Section IV of this report and “Attachments – 30% Design Documents” for more detailed information 
about the Facility Plan. 
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II - EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
Among the most notable features of the Park is 
that it is almost 2 acres of open green space in a 
highly developed area near a Metro Rail station 
and a major Metro Bus hub. It lends itself to the 
overall goal of the Legacy Open Space Functional 
Master Plan - to preserve green space for all 
communities in the County, including urban 
areas. It also furthers County goals of increased 
connectivity through its connection to the 
Belmont Buffer and the sidewalk on Western 
Avenue leading to the Metro. Further, it is ideal 
for achievement of at least two action items 
identified in the Vision 2030 Strategic Plan: 

Plan, design and create more un-
programmed, flexible park and recreation 
spaces 
Incorporate nature and environmental 
education into the playground 
environment 

 
The decision to purchase the site and the early 
groundwork laid for the new Park advanced these 
objectives.
 

Vicinity Context 
Another item critical to understanding the site is 
its location and surrounding uses. Green open 
space is a scant resource in this community. As 
the Chevy Chase Open Space Committee noted at 
its January 2012 meeting: 
 

“… the parks in the immediate area--
including a large, recently renovated park 
in the District of Columbia—have many 
different kinds of constructed (or physical) 
amenities—large playgrounds for all ages 
of children, a dog park, a ball park, 
basketball courts, and places for concerts 
at Wisconsin Place. The new park will add 
a resource that is currently missing.” (See 
“Appendix C”) 
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Site stewardship prior to preparation of this Facility Plan has preserved and enhanced these qualities. 
The following projects, coordinated with the Concept Plan to ensure long-term compatibility, were 
identified as part of the Concept Plan Outreach and Development plan, and have been completed 
except where noted:  

Coordination with Chevy Chase Land 
Company on installation of property 
fence  
Installation of trash cans  
Relocation of outlying azaleas to Azalea 
Hill 
Removal of concrete walkway to former 
house 
Installation of a temporary surface 
(wood chips) to create woodland path 
and main path. 
Interim Landscape Improvements 
including: 

Removal of remaining debris 
Continued removal of non-native 
species and diseased or 
hazardous trees 
Installation of mulch under trees  
Edging planting beds 
Installation of 31 trees from 
Montgomery County’s Pope Farm 
tree nursery 
Installation of donated shrubs 

Installation of Park Signage (pending)  
temporary low-level solar lighting along 
alignment of Main Pedestrian Walkway 
(pending) 
When 30% design complete, start installing anchor plantings along priority landscape areas 
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Vicinity Map 
Today, the Park is generally a gently sloping, nearly square parcel of land bordered on one side by 
Western Avenue and on the opposite by Grove Street, with Chevy Chase Center and the Church of Latter 
Day Saints on the other property lines. Nearby uses include single-family residential, institutional, and 
commercial / mixed-uses of the Friendship Heights CBD. Near the northern boundary, neighborhood 
children use an area of steeper topography and open land for sledding. The site contains areas of open 
lawn space available today for informal play or passive recreation. Wood chip walking paths, one along 
the western side of the site, and the second crossing diagonally from the northeast to the southwest, 
provide neighbors with routes to nearby commercial areas and the Friendship Heights Metro station and 
other public transit opportunities. The site contains numerous trees and shrubs of a wide variety of 
species. Some are large and prominent and others recently planted. The overall sense presented by the 
existing vegetation is of a garden or an arboretum. 
 
Commission staff prepared an NRI/FSD of the site in December, 2008 and, since that time, has tracked 
removal and installation of vegetation. Additional inventories performed during preparation of the Facility 
Plan include an updated site assessment, evaluation of existing trees by ISA Certified Arborists, an 
updated survey, and geotechnical testing and analysis. Related documentation is included in the 
Attachments.  
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III - CONCEPT PLAN  

Concept Plan Outreach and Development Process 
In early 2011, the Commission and the Village 
began to develop a concept plan that addresses the 
unique opportunities this Park provides. The Chevy 
Chase Open Space Committee worked closely with 
the Commission’s PDCO team to assimilate its 
assessments of the site and local conditions, 
previous Master Plans, and the desires of the 
community. Through a collaborative, interactive 
process they developed a Program of Requirements 
(POR) and a Concept Plan. See the “Appendices B, 
C, & D” for detailed information about this process. 
 
Below is a synopsis of the Vision for the Park, the Program of Requirements (POR) and the Concept Plan. 
See “Appendix E” for detailed information. 
 

Vision for the Park 
Provides a nature-based, green space park, a unique resource in the surrounding area and 
consistent with the purpose of the Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan  
Offers the public a respite from the stresses of urban life through enjoyment of a tranquil, garden-
like open space  
Enhances the beauty of the natural contours of the land and existing garden plantings  
Increases connectivity between the Belmont Trail and existing sidewalks to encourage walking, 
biking, and the use of public transportation 
Offers a range of amenities to maximize usage by attracting office workers, commuters and 
neighbors from the high rises and single family homes  
Appeals to the many generations that live and work in the surrounding area, being friendly to 
children and teens, adults, and seniors  

 

Program of Requirements 
Main Pedestrian Walkway and Woodland Walkway – Provide main hard-surface connections 
through park  
Lighting Along Walkways – Provide safety for commuters during dark hours  
Informal Gathering Space – Retain natural slope for seating and play  
Azalea Hill – Preserve and enhance existing garden of azaleas and shade trees  
Great Lawn – Preserve large open area for un-programmed play (Community Open Space)  
Natural Play Area – Support creative play through area with all natural materials  
Birch Grove – Preserve as quiet buffer between Park and Western Avenue  
Seating/Picnic Plaza – Provide area with moveable furnishings for meals and meetings, and Wi-Fi 
for mobile device usage  
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Park Entrances (from Belmont Buffer, Grove Street, Western Avenue, and Main Entrance) – 
Support design aesthetic through entry designs with features such as gardens, plantings, stone 
pillars, gates  
Western and Eastern Edge Planting Buffers – Create broken screening along urban and church 
sides of park, using variety of plant materials  
Birdhouse Garden – Create garden around existing birdhouse; potential location for optional 
amenities  
Western Avenue Fence – Provide a transparent fence to prevent accidental entry into Western 
Avenue from the play areas while preserving visibility into/out of park  
Optional Amenities: Sculptural or Enhanced Garden Features – Consider adding sculptural options 
such as the human sundial or meditation maze, or enhanced gardens through partner or private 
funding for installation and maintenance  
Optional Amenities: Water Features – Consider adding a water feature that integrates with the 
garden theme through partner or private funding for installation and maintenance 

Concept Plan – May 2013 
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IV - FACILITY PLAN DESIGN NARRATIVE 
 
Project Timeline: 
 
Park Acquisition and Early Development: 

2001 
Identified as an Urban Open Space resource in the Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan  

Recommendation to acquire as parkland 
2002  
Legacy Open Space Program acquisition as Urban Open Space 

Partnership with Chevy Chase Village based on inter-governmental Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 

2007  
Department of Parks assumes responsibility for property 
2009  
Buildings and driveway demolished by Park crews  
2011 
Initial site clean-up conducted; Trash cans, security gate across driveway installed 

 
Concept Plan: 

Site Analysis and Outreach Strategy 
developed – Spring 2011 
Site Analysis/Outreach Strategy review with 
Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers, 
other community groups – April 2011 
Presentation to Parks Senior Management 
Team – May 2011 
Community Meeting in partnership with 
Chevy Chase Village – June 2011 
Park Concept Developed and Reviewed – 
August 2011 - January 2012: 

Multiple site visits with Chevy Chase 
Open Space Committee and 
neighboring property owners 
Multiple PDCO team meetings and 
site visits 

PDCO and PD planning meetings – February 
2012 
Parks Senior Management Briefing & 
Approval – June 2012 
Second Community Meeting – June 2012 
Presentation to CCV Board of Managers for 
approval – July, 2012 
Planning Board Briefing – May 2013 
Move forward with Implementation Strategy 
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Facility Plan: 

Request for Proposals / Task Order issued May 16, 2013 
Proposals due Thursday, May 30, 2013 
Contract Awarded to AMT: June 11, 2013 
Survey (1’ contour line interval for topography), existing vegetation, utilities, hardscape and 
current vegetation notes provided by Brenda Sandberg: June 12, 2013 
Project kickoff meeting: June 27, 2013  
Survey updated by AMT. Included tree / other vegetation inventory, tree condition assessment, 
and updated NRI/FSD: July / August 2013 
Geotechnical survey: August / September 2013Design Team kickoff meeting at AMT: June 24, 2013 
Kickoff / Team meeting #1 to review initial facility plan: June 27, 2013 
Meet with Locust Grove Staff: July 12, 2013 
Design Team meeting at AMT: July 16, 2013 
Team meeting at Chevy Chase Village to review Draft Facility Plan progress: July 24, 2013 
Meet with Park and Planning staff and Chevy Chase Village team to review preliminary design with 
respect to ADA, maintenance and management issues: August 1, 2013 
Team Meeting at Parkside headquarters to finalize schematic plan revisions: August 7, 2013 
Submit NRI/FSD and Forest Conservation Exemption request: September 4, 2013 
Team Meeting at Parkside Headquarters to review Draft Facility Plan: September 4, 2013 
Planning Board Hearing to Approve Facility Plan: September 19, 2013 

 

Park Vision 
The site improvements recommended for Western Grove Park build upon the vision for the Park 
described in the approved Concept Plan and as summarized above in Section III. 
 

Park Features 
Open Space 
As described in the Concept Plan, the Park will continue to offer two distinct un-programmed open 
spaces, defined by existing and proposed trees and existing topography. One of these spaces includes a 
sloped area currently used for sledding and also suitable as an informal gathering space during warm 
weather. The Plan retains the open, 
sloping ground, unencumbered by 
paths, furnishings or plantings to 
allow it to continue to provide an 
informal seating area and a place for 
sledding. The other space, referred to 
as the “Great Lawn” is nearly flat and 
offers opportunities for active and 
passive recreational pursuits including 
informal games such as tag, catch and 
Frisbee, reading, sunning and 
picnicking. The area of the Great 
Lawn will be improved through minor 
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regrading to remove a low area that is not currently well-drained. The Great Lawn will be further defined 
through the installation of shade trees around the perimeter and by aligning the proposed main path to 
maximize the open lawn area. Care will be taken to construct the main path and install site lighting along 
the path in a manner that will minimize damage to significant existing trees. 
 

Circulation and Connectivity 
Key features of the Park are two paths, the main path connecting 
the residential community to the north of the Park with Western 
Avenue and the commercial offerings and public transit facilities to 
the south, and a second path, the woodland path, connecting the 
Belmont Path to Western Avenue. Both paths will be constructed of 
brick on a concrete base to provide universally accessible pedestrian 
routes through the Park.  
 
The main path will be 8’ wide, a gracious enough width to allow two 
people walking next to one another to pass people walking in the 
other direction, as well as to accommodate park maintenance 
vehicles. A soil/turf reinforcement material installed on both sides 
of the path will protect the turf from damage by maintenance 
vehicles that may run off the edge of the pavement. 
 

The woodland path will be narrower at about 5’ in width, as it receives less use than the main path. The 
main path is designed with the center of the path constructed using a running bond pattern using one 
color of brick, bordered on either side by a brick band of a second color as a means of visually minimizing 
the width of the path. 
 
There is an existing curb cut at the location of a previous driveway about mid-point along the Western 
Avenue property line. This entrance will continue to be used for maintenance access, fitted out with 
removable bollards to limit vehicular access to authorized vehicles only, while allowing pedestrians 
arriving from the east to enter the Park at this point. Low stone piers matching those at the arbors will 
mark the sides of this entrance.   
 
The western entrance to the Park from Western Avenue is the primary park entrance and features an 
arbor gateway / identity feature. The arbor is envisioned as a structure designed in sympathy with the 
residential nature of the nearby community. The arbor will consist of two stone columns supporting an 
arched wooden arbor overhead. The stone columns will incorporate an inset stone park identification sign 
and downlighting to illuminate the walking surface and the sign panel.  
 
The primary entrance on the north side of the Park will also receive an arbor, similar in design to the 
Western Avenue arbor. For this entrance the arbor will have lower stone piers as a base for wood 
columns supporting the same arched wood arbor as seen on the Western Avenue arbor. Given the width 
of the path at these two entrances the entrances will include removable bollards to limit vehicular access 
while allowing free movement of pedestrians in and out of the Park.  
 



E x h i b i t  B P a g e | 14

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

The northwestern entrance to the Park will connnect directly to Belmont Path where it currently ends at 
Grove Street.   
 
Natural Play Area 
A natural play area will be located on the eastern side of the Park, at the point furthest from adjacent 
commercial uses and closest to the single family residential community to the north and east of the Park. 
The natural play area may include carved log animal sculptures, a living hut created with tree saplings and 
log tables and chairs. Nestled on the edge of existing trees and shrubs and enclosed by new tree plantings 
the play area offers un-programmed play opportunities on an engineered wood fiber surface, considered 
a universally accessible surface material, edged with timbers, logs and boulders. A human sundial or other 
amenity may mark the entrance to the natural play at some point in the future. The Park has space for 
future expansion of the natural play area towards Western Avenue if levels of activity warrant additional 
features.  
 
Seating Plaza 
A seating area is proposed for the corner of the Park nearest to the 
commercial area to the south and west. Located near the main 
Park entrance from Western Avenue, where the woodland path 
and the main path intersect, the terrace will include moveable 
tables and chairs for dining and be fitted out with Wi-Fi service. A 
water feature is suggested as a key feature of the seating area, 
designed to act as a noise buffer for the traffic on Western Avenue 
and building on the “grove” portion of the Park name might 
incorporate leaf imagery or leaf forms. The water feature is 
considered a donor/partner opportunity and might also be 
designed as an art piece or incorporate an art element to ensure 
all-season interest. The fountain mechanical equipment will be 
housed in a built-in cabinet located within the water wall and will 
include a recirculating pump and UV filter.   
 
A kiosk is included between the main entrance to the Park and the plaza. The kiosk will include a lockable 
window area for posting information from Park and Planning and the Village and accessible surfaces that 
will be suitable for the community to use to post information. The design of the kiosk is similar to the 
arbors and the stone base will include a cavity to house Wi-Fi components.  
 
Furnishings and Lighting 
Benches, as singles and in pairs, will be provided along the paths. Trash and recycling containers will be 
provided near the Western Avenue entrance, the seating plaza, and the natural play area.  
 
A drinking fountain will be provided near the seating plaza, clustered with trash/recycling, lighting and 
bicycle racks. 
 
As noted earlier, lighting will be provided along the paths to provide illumination for safe pedestrian 
passage after dark. A cut-off, Washington Globe style fixture, matching those used along Belmont Path 
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and elsewhere in the Village will be used for lighting within the Park. Electrical outlets will be provided in 
several of the post light bases, at the kiosk and at each of the arbors. 
 
Plantings 
New plantings in the Park will build upon the existing garden-like palette of trees and shrubs by 
introducing additional ornamental trees and shrubs in key locations such as the Azalea Hill on the 
northern border of the Park and along the eastern and western borders to increase the buffer plantings.  
 
The seating plaza area includes a grove of 
trees to provide shade and enclosure for 
the space. Black Gum  is the suggested 
variety given they are frequently found 
near water, exhibit brilliant fall color and 
are not yet found within the Park.  
 
A grove of birch trees is suggested near 
the existing birch trees along Western 
Avenue.  The expansion of the birch grove 
to the north of a row of existing white 
pine trees places the new grove closer to 
the natural play area and is imagined as a 
play opportunity.   
 
Interesting shade trees such as ginkgo (male), London Plane tree, American sycamore, Kentucky coffee 
tree, horse chestnut, and bald cypress are suggested near the play area to provide children with 
interesting seeds and leaves with which to play.  Native shrubs with interesting bark, fruit and flowers are 
also proposed for the area between the natural play area and adjacent property to provide screening, 
enclosure and play material. 
 
Additional flowering and shade trees and shrubs are proposed for Azalea Hill and the western boundary 
to continue the development of the Park as an arboretum like landscape.  
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Illustrative Facility Plan 
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V – PERMITTING 
 
Western Grove Urban Park lies within several jurisdictions, including Montgomery County, Chevy Chase 
Village, and the District of Columbia. 
 

Maryland – National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) 
An approved Stormwater Management (SWM) Concept and Forest Conservation Plan are required as part 
of the Facility Plan process. The site is exempt from Forest Conservation requirements, however an 
approved Forest Conservation Exemption and Tree Save Plan will be required. This plan shows the same 
information required for a typical Natural Resources Inventory / Forest Stand Delineation (NRI/FSD), as 
well as showing which trees will be removed and the tree protection measures that must be employed 
during construction. 
 
M-NCPPC Parks Department must also approve the construction documents. 
 

Montgomery County 
The approved SWM Concept developed for the Facility Plan is reviewed by Montgomery County 
Department of Permitting Services (DPS). At the time final construction documents are prepared a final 
SWM Plan and a Sediment and Erosion Control Plan must also be approved by DPS.  
 
Water service must be obtained from Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC). There is an 
existing house connection on the Grove Street side of the property which this plan proposes to use. 
However, at this time it is unknown whether the connection is serviceable or will need to be replaced. The 
water distribution system on site will also require approved plans and an On Site Permit from WSSC. 
 
Electrical service will be provided by PEPCO. The Facility Plan assumes this can be provided via a 30 AMP 
electrical service drop and transformer. On site electrical wiring, light fixtures, fountain mechanical 
equipment and Wi-Fi service will require a permit from DPS. 
 

District of Columbia 
Western Avenue is within the District of Columbia. Improvements on this side of the Park will require 
coordination and permitting through DC government. A 25’ wide strip of land between the park property 
line and the Western Avenue sidewalk is within the District of Columbia Right-of-Way. This land is the 
Commission’s responsibility to maintain as the adjacent owner, but is subject to DC regulations. The DC 
Department of Transportation (DDOT) is the primary agency responsible for regulating and maintaining 
this area, referred to as the public space.  
 
The most recent area planning study, which included Western Avenue, is the DDOT Rock Creek West 2 
Livability Study.  
http://ddot.dc.gov/DC/DDOT/Projects%20and%20Planning/Studies%20and%20Research/Livability%20Program/Rock%20Creek
%20West%20II 
Two documents outline requirements and regulations for all work in DC public space: DDOT Design and 
Engineering Manual and DDOT Public Realm Manual. 
http://dc.gov/DC/DDOT/Projects+and+Planning/Standards+and+Guidelines/Design+and+Engineering+Manual 
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http://dc.gov/DC/DDOT/Projects+and+Planning/Standards+and+Guidelines/View+All/DDOT+Public+Realm+Design+Manual 
 
Any work proposed in DDOT’s public space will require a permit. This includes the proposed fence, arbor, 
and sidewalks, park sign and bollards. A DC Special Tree Permit is required to remove trees > 55” 
circumference (17.5” dia.) within DC public space between the back of sidewalk and property line. 
Removal or maintenance of street trees located between the curb and the sidewalk must be coordinated 
with DDOT’s Urban Forestry Administration. The urban forester for Ward 3 is Vera Ertem, 
munevver.ertem@dc.gov, 202-671-5133 
 
At the time of this report, DDOT’s public space permit application could be made online using the DDOT 
TOPS Online Permitting System, https://tops.ddot.dc.gov/DDOTPERMITSYSTEM/DDOTPERMITONLINE/Landing.aspx 
 
The proposed connection to the storm sewer in Western Avenue will require a permit from DC Water. 
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VI – PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST (COST ESTIMATE) 
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No. Item Unit Qty. Unit Price Total

$143,943

mobilization LS 1 $7,500 $7,500
concrete pavement and base, existing gravel SY 80 $10 $800
curb and gutter remove & dispose LF 20 $10 $200

$8,500

clearing and grubbing AC 1 $2,500 $2,500
bring in select borrow from off site and place CY 300 $30 $9,000
soil haul off CY 50 $25 $1,250
rough & fine grading SF 47,300 $0.30 $14,190
tree removal/transplant EA 26 $1,500 $39,000

$65,940

stabilized construction entrance EA 1 $3,000 $3,000
temporary stone outlet structure EA 2 $750 $1,500
diversion fence LF 550 $7 $3,850
inlet protection & maintenance EA 3 $500 $1,500
super silt fence LF 180 $7 $1,260

$11,110

temporary tree protection fencing & signage LF 1,250 $4 $4,375
vertical mulching SF 4,050 $4 $16,200
root pruning LF 280 $3 $840
SSAT excavation in CRZ for utilities DAYS 1 $2,000 $2,000

$23,415

new electric lines 2" PVC LF 800 $15 $12,000
new water lines 2" PVC LF 430 $23.00 $9,890
hose bib EA 1 $50 $50
light fixtures along Woodland Walkway and Main Pedestrian Path EA 11 $3,500 $38,500
maintenance of traffic on Western Avenue LS 1 $5,000.00 $5,000
asphalt cut & patch on Western Avenue SF 325 $7.11 $2,311

$67,751

Permit Review for Western Avenue storm drain connection (Large Permit Basic) LS 1 $7,500.00 $7,500
Inspection Fee Inspect point up sewer tap (#32) LS 1 $660.00 $660
Inspection Fee Inspect new sewer manhole (#42) LS 1 $2,600.00 $2,600
Inspection Fee Water & Sewer As Built Fee (#44) LS 1 $215.00 $215
Fee to obtain the Water & Sewer Availability Letter LS 1 $500.00 $500

$11,475

fence, minor paving, street furniture, signs, public space tree removal, sanitary/storm sewer AL 1 $765.00 $765
$765

$188,956

Western Grove Park Cost Estimate

Tree Preservation

Utilities

Erosion and Sediment Control

Site Preparation, Demolition, Earthwork, ESC, Tree Preservation, Utilities, Permit Fees

TOTAL (Site Demolition)

TOTAL (Earthwork)

TOTAL (ESC)

TOTAL (Tree Preservation)

TOTAL (Utilities)

TOTAL (DC SD Fees)

TOTAL (DDOT PS Fees)

DC Storm Drain Fees

Design & Management (15% of construction cost)

Site Demolition

Earthwork

Various DDOT Public Space Permit Fees

TOTAL (SITE PREPARATION, DEMOLITION, EARTHWORK, ESC, TREE PRESERVATION, UTILITIES, PERMIT FEES)



No. Item Unit Qty. Unit Price Total
Western Grove Park Cost Estimate

removable bollards EA 9 $750 $6,750
manufactured bench (along walkways) EA 7 $1,500 $10,500
bicycle rack EA 4 $1,200 $4,800
new park sign EA 1 $500 $500
kiosk with wifi router EA 1 $12,000 $12,000
decorative fencing along Western Avenue LF 350 $60 $21,000
gate @ fence EA 1 $400 $400
trash receptacle EA 1 $1,075 $1,075
recycle receptacle EA 4 $1,075 $4,300
relocate 3 existing trash receptacles LS 1 $500 $500
drinking fountain EA 1 $8,500 $8,500
moveable tables/chairs (set of table + chairs) EA 7 $1,500 $10,500
arbor at Western Avenue EA 1 $15,000 $15,000
arbor at Grove Street EA 1 $10,000 $10,000

$105,825

handicap ramp at Northern corner EA 1 $500 $500
detectable warning surface for handicap ramp SF 16 $50 $800
special paving SF 1850 $25 $46,250
Woodland Walkway (brick paving, mastic setting bed, concrete base) @4' 8" wide SF 1,680 $35 $58,800
Main Pedestrian Walkway (brick paving, mastic setting bed, concrete base) @8' wide SF 3,380 $35 $118,300
Maintenance Access Drive (brick paving, mastic setting bed, concrete base) SF 875 $35 $30,625
reinforced turf SY 200 $20 $4,000
stone piers at maintenance access EA 4 $3,600 $14,400
stone seat wall at terrace SFF 352 $55 $19,360
boulder stepping stones EA 8 $300 $2,400
engineered wood fiber path and play area SF 950 $3 $2,850
metal edging along engineered wood fiber LF 100 $6 $600
timber round edging EA 50 $50 $2,500
water feature AL 1 $130,000 $130,000
human sundial LS 1 $10,000 $10,000
carved log animals sculptures EA 2 $1,000 $2,000
living hut EA 2 $1,500 $3,000

$446,385

new drop inlet EA 3 $3,500 $10,500
8" PVC LF 116 $40 $4,640
12" RCP LF 44 $55 $2,420
storm drain manhole EA 1 $3,500 $3,500
microbioretention media CY 49 $125 $6,125
perforated underdrain pipe for microbioretention LF 40 $40 $1,600
decorative & round river stone for level spreader CY 3 $250 $750

$29,535

3" caliper shade tree planting EA 12 $600 $7,200
2.5" caliper ornamental tree planting EA 10 $375 $3,750
shrubs (3 gallon) & perennials (1 quart) AL 1 $30,000 $30,000
sod SY 3,800 $6 $22,800

$63,750

$834,451
$41,723
$8,345

$125,168

Stormwater Management

Site Work

Site Furnishings

TOTAL PROJECT COST
(Materials & Installation + General Conditions + Bonds & Insurance + Contingency + Design & Management)

$1,153,628

GENERAL CONDITIONS (5% of total materials & installation)
BONDS & INSURANCE (1% of total materials & installation)

TOTAL MATERIALS & INSTALLATION

CONTINGENCY (15% of total materials & installation)

TOTAL (SITE WORK)

TOTAL (STORMWATER MANAGEMENT)

TOTAL (PLANTING)

Planting

TOTAL (SITE FURNISHINGS)



September 9, 2013
No. Item Unit Qty. Unit Price Total Comment

$143,943

mobilization LS 1 $7,500 $7,500
concrete pavement and base, existing gravel SY 80 $10 $800 at proposed maintenance access
curb and gutter remove & dispose LF 20 $10 $200

$8,500

clearing and grubbing AC 1 $2,500 $2,500
bring in select borrow from off site and place CY 300 $30 $9,000
soil haul off CY 50 $25 $1,250
rough & fine grading SF 47,300 $0.30 $14,190 LOD = ~47,300sf
tree removal/transplant EA 26 $1,500 $39,000 24 trees to be removed, 2 to be transplanted

$65,940

stabilized construction entrance EA 1 $3,000 $3,000 not needed since there is the concrete pad?
temporary stone outlet structure EA 2 $750 $1,500
diversion fence LF 550 $7 $3,850
inlet protection & maintenance EA 3 $500 $1,500
super silt fence LF 180 $7 $1,260

$11,110

temporary tree protection fencing & signage LF 1,250 $4 $4,375
vertical mulching SF 4,050 $4 $16,200
root pruning LF 280 $3 $840
SSAT excavation in CRZ for utilities DAYS 1 $2,000 $2,000

$23,415

new electric lines 2" PVC LF 800 $15 $12,000
new water lines 2" PVC LF 430 $23.00 $9,890
hose bib EA 1 $50 $50
light fixtures along Woodland Walkway and Main Pedestrian Path EA 11 $3,500 $38,500
maintenance of traffic on Western Avenue LS 1 $5,000.00 $5,000
asphalt cut & patch on Western Avenue SF 325 $7.11 $2,311 remove asphalt pavement & base ($10/SY); patch with surface course, base course, base ($6/SF)

$67,751

Permit Review for Western Avenue storm drain connection (Large Permit Basic) LS 1 $7,500.00 $7,500
Inspection Fee Inspect point up sewer tap (#32) LS 1 $660.00 $660
Inspection Fee Inspect new sewer manhole (#42) LS 1 $2,600.00 $2,600
Inspection Fee Water & Sewer As Built Fee (#44) LS 1 $215.00 $215
Fee to obtain the Water & Sewer Availability Letter LS 1 $500.00 $500

$11,475

fence, minor paving, street furniture, signs, public space tree removal, sanitary/storm sewer AL 1 $765.00 $765 DDOT Public Space Permit Fees D, E, H, J
$765

$188,956

Western Grove Park Cost Estimate

Tree Preservation

Utilities

Erosion and Sediment Control

Site Preparation, Demolition, Earthwork, ESC, Tree Preservation, Utilities, Permit Fees

TOTAL (Site Demolition)

TOTAL (Earthwork)

TOTAL (ESC)

TOTAL (Tree Preservation)

TOTAL (Utilities)

TOTAL (DC SD Fees)

TOTAL (DDOT PS Fees)

DC Storm Drain Fees

Design & Management (15% of construction cost)

Site Demolition

Earthwork

Various DDOT Public Space Permit Fees

TOTAL (SITE PREPARATION, DEMOLITION, EARTHWORK, ESC, TREE PRESERVATION, UTILITIES, PERMIT FEES)

COST
ESTIMATE
WITH
COMMENTS



September 9, 2013
No. Item Unit Qty. Unit Price Total Comment
Western Grove Park Cost Estimate

removable bollards EA 9 $750 $6,750
manufactured bench (along walkways) EA 7 $1,500 $10,500
bicycle rack EA 4 $1,200 $4,800
new park sign EA 1 $500 $500
kiosk with wifi router EA 1 $12,000 $12,000
decorative fencing along Western Avenue LF 350 $60 $21,000
gate @ fence EA 1 $400 $400
trash receptacle EA 1 $1,075 $1,075
recycle receptacle EA 4 $1,075 $4,300
relocate 3 existing trash receptacles LS 1 $500 $500 uninstall, salvage, store & reinstall as shown on plans
drinking fountain EA 1 $8,500 $8,500
moveable tables/chairs (set of table + chairs) EA 7 $1,500 $10,500
arbor at Western Avenue EA 1 $15,000 $15,000 includes stone columns, wood arbor, 2 inset bluestone signs, recessed lighting
arbor at Grove Street EA 1 $10,000 $10,000 includes stone columns, wood arbor, recessed lighting

$105,825

handicap ramp at Northern corner EA 1 $500 $500
detectable warning surface for handicap ramp SF 16 $50 $800
special paving SF 1850 $25 $46,250
Woodland Walkway (brick paving, mastic setting bed, concrete base) @4' 8" wide SF 1,680 $35 $58,800 reinforced concrete @ $12/sf, bricks $20/sf, mastic @$3/sf
Main Pedestrian Walkway (brick paving, mastic setting bed, concrete base) @8' wide SF 3,380 $35 $118,300 reinforced concrete @ $12/sf, bricks $20/sf, mastic @$3/sf
Maintenance Access Drive (brick paving, mastic setting bed, concrete base) SF 875 $35 $30,625 reinforced concrete @ $12/sf, bricks $20/sf, mastic @$3/sf
reinforced turf SY 200 $20 $4,000 Pyramat 3D woven
stone piers at maintenance access EA 4 $3,600 $14,400
stone seat wall at terrace SFF 352 $55 $19,360
boulder stepping stones EA 8 $300 $2,400
engineered wood fiber path and play area SF 950 $3 $2,850
metal edging along engineered wood fiber LF 100 $6 $600
timber round edging EA 50 $50 $2,500
water feature AL 1 $130,000 $130,000
human sundial LS 1 $10,000 $10,000
carved log animals sculptures EA 2 $1,000 $2,000
living hut EA 2 $1,500 $3,000

$446,385

new drop inlet EA 3 $3,500 $10,500
8" PVC LF 116 $40 $4,640
12" RCP LF 44 $55 $2,420
storm drain manhole EA 1 $3,500 $3,500
microbioretention media CY 49 $125 $6,125 440 sf @ 3' depth
perforated underdrain pipe for microbioretention LF 40 $40 $1,600
decorative & round river stone for level spreader CY 3 $250 $750

$29,535

3" caliper shade tree planting EA 12 $600 $7,200 unit prices include plant material, install, compost amend, mulch, watering
2.5" caliper ornamental tree planting EA 10 $375 $3,750
shrubs (3 gallon) & perennials (1 quart) AL 1 $30,000 $30,000
sod SY 3,800 $6 $22,800

$63,750

$834,451
$41,723
$8,345

$125,168

Stormwater Management

Site Work

Site Furnishings

TOTAL PROJECT COST
(Materials & Installation + General Conditions + Bonds & Insurance + Contingency + Design & Management)

$1,153,628

GENERAL CONDITIONS (5% of total materials & installation)
BONDS & INSURANCE (1% of total materials & installation)

TOTAL MATERIALS & INSTALLATION

CONTINGENCY (15% of total materials & installation)

TOTAL (SITE WORK)

TOTAL (STORMWATER MANAGEMENT)

TOTAL (PLANTING)

Planting

TOTAL (SITE FURNISHINGS)
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NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY
TREE PROTECTION DETAILS

THIS PLAN IS FOR NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY/FOREST
STAND DELINEATION PLAN PURPOSES ONLY

TREE IDENTIFICATION, CONDITIONS AND RETENTION
POTENTIAL :

FOREST CONSERVATION EXEMPTION INSPECTION NOTES:
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NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY
TREE PROTECTION PLAN

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
1" = 2000'

VICINITY MAP

FOREST CONSERVATION EXEMPTION INSPECTION NOTES:

SITE

THIS PLAN IS FOR TREE PROTECTION/
FOREST CONSERVATION PLAN PURPOSES ONLY
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NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY
TREE PROTECTION DETAILS

ATTACH THE SIGN TO POST
WITH HEAVY-DUTY ZIPTIES
TYP. 3 PLACES

NOTES:
1.  ATTACHMENT OF SIGNS TO TREES IS PROHIBITED.
2.  SIGNS SHOULD BE PROPERLY MAINTAINED.
3.  AVOID INJURY TO ROOTS WHEN PLACING POSTS FOR THE SIGNS.

MIN. 11"

MIN. 15"

5' TALL HARD WOOD
STAKE

20 " MIN.

Do not work or place
materials beyond

this tree protection
fence

Machinery, dumping or
storage of any materials
prohibited.  Violators are

subject to fines as
imposed by the Maryland
Forest Conservation Act

of 1991

STEEL "T" BAR OR
"U" CHANNEL POST

MAX. 10 FEET

4 FE
E

T M
IN

.

HIGHLY VISIBLE FLAGGING

14 GAUGE 2" X 4"
WELDED WIRE FENCE

INSTALL ANCHOR POSTS
TO A DEPTH OF NO

 LESS THAN  1/3 OF THE
TOTAL HEIGHT OF POST

MAIN TRUNK OF TREE

INSTALL A 2"x4" MIN.
BOARD WITH  FOAM TIED
ON WORK SIDE OF TREE

HEIGHT AS
DIRECTED

BY THE ARBORIST

NATURAL GROUND

MIN. 12"Ø NATURAL
FIBER/NYLON ROPE OR
STAPS.
MIN. 3 PLACES OR AS
DIRECTED BY THE
ARBORIST

TRUNK
2" MIN. CLOSED CELL FOAM
ROPE OR STAP
2"x4" MIN.
BOARD

TREE IDENTIFICATION, CONDITIONS AND RETENTION
POTENTIAL :

THIS PLAN IS FOR TREE PROTECTION/
FOREST CONSERVATION PLAN PURPOSES ONLY

Department of Parks, Montgomery County, Maryland
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

320ABOVE GRADE BRICK TRAIL
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MAIN PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY

















SITE DETAILS & PRECEDENTS
PATHWAY CONSTRUCTION







WOODLAND WALKWAY
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SECTION THROUGH MAINTENANCE ACCESS
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SEATING PLAZA


















WATER FEATURE SECTION BB

WATER FEATURE SECTION AA


 


























SITE DETAILS & PRECEDENTS
SEATING PLAZA
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SITE DETAILS & PRECEDENTS
FURNISHINGS & LIGHTING

BICYCLE RACK OPTIONS

BENCHES ALONG WOODLAND
WALKWAY & MAIN PATH

LIGHTING - WASHINGTON
GLOBE STYLE

TRASH & RECYCLING
RECEPTACLESFENCE OPTIONS ALONG WESTERN AVENUE

MOVABLE TABLES & CHAIRS OPTIONS AT SEATING PLAZA
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SEAT WALL & STONEWORK



INFORMATION KIOSK
















SITE DETAILS & PRECEDENTS
ARBORS, ACCESS & MATERIALS

WESTERN AVENUE ARBOR GROVE STREET ARBOR

REMOVABLE BOLLARD

ENGINEERED WOOD FIBER
















 


WESTERN AVENUE ENTRANCE
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NATURAL
PLAY AREA










































TIMBER EDGING MISTER

LIVING HUTANIMAL LOG SCULPTURE WOODEN PLAY TABLE

SITE DETAILS & PRECEDENTS
NATURAL PLAY AREA
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SECTION THROUGH
NATURAL PLAY AREA

(SECTION CC)
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SITE DETAILS & PRECEDENTS
Arboretum-Themed Planting Design

EXISTING LANDSCAPE

T31 - Quercus phellos (Willow Oak)
32"

T13 - Cedrus deodara
(Deodar cedar) 25.5"

PLANT MATERIAL IMAGES

Nyssa sylvatica
Black gum

Ginkgo biloba
Ginkgo

Quercus coccinea
Scarlet oak

Taxodium distichum
Bald cypress

Platanus x acerifolia
London plane tree

Betula nigra
River birch

Kornus kousa
Kousa dogwood

SUGGESTED PLANT
MATERIALS

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

SHADE TREES

Amelanchier arborea (and cv.'s)* Downy Serviceberry

Amelanchier laevis (and cv.'s) Allgheny Serviceberry

Carpinus caroliniana (and cv.) Musclewood

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud
Chionanthus virginicus (and cv.)* White Fringetree

Cornus hybrids Rutgers and Rutban

Cornus kousa Kousa Dogwood

Halesia carolina Carolina silverbell

Lagerstroemia indica Crape-myrtle

Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia

Oxydendrum arboreum Sourwood

Prunus serrulata Japanese Cherry

Prunus x Yedoenis Yoshino Cherry

Prunus subhirtella "Autumnalis" Higan Cherry

Taxodium distichum 'Minaret' Minaret Bald Cypress

Carpinus caroliniana
Musclewood

Acer Rubrum "October Glory October Glory Red Maple

Betula nigra "Heritage" Heritage River Birch

Ginkgo biloba Maidenhair Tree

Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum

Nyssa sylvatica Black Gum/Tupelo

Platanus acerfolia "Bloodgood" Bloodgood London Plane

Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak

Quercus prinus Chestnut Oak

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME
ORNAMENTAL TREES



Montgomery County Department of Parks
9500 Brunett Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901
(301) 495-2535

The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

ISSUED FOR PROCUREMENT ON___________________

  REVISIONS

WESTERN GROVE PARK
5409 Grove Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Liber             Folio

________________________________________________
    Designer's Name

________________________________________________
    Address

________________________________________________
    City/State/Zip

________________________________________________
    Telephone Number

DESIGN

Landscape Architect                            Date          Checked By:

Architect                                              Date          Checked By:

Engineer                                              Date          Checked By:

Drawn by                                             Date          Checked By:

Rev. No.     Date                                 Description

SCALE:

DWG. #
REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Project Manager                                                                 Date

Construction Manager                                                        Date

Park Manager                                                                     Date

A. MORTON THOMAS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

12750 Twinbrook Parkway

Rockville, MD 20852

301-881-2545

A
. M

or
to

n 
Th

om
as

 &
 A

ss
oc

. I
nc

.
12

75
0 

Tw
in

br
oo

k 
Pa

rk
w

ay
,

Ro
ck

vi
lle

, M
D

 2
08

52
30

1.
88

1.
25

45

Le
a 

La
nd

sc
ap

e 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
e 

LL
C

12
3 

 N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a 

Av
en

ue
, S

E
W

as
hi

ng
to

n,
 D

C 
20

00
3

20
2.

73
4.

93
31

21733
24390

285
147VARIES

SITE DETAILS & PRECEDENTS
Arboretum-Themed Planting Design

PLANT MATERIAL IMAGES

Hamamelis virginiana
Common witchhazel

Cornus sanguinea
Redtwig Dogwood

Cephalanthus occidentalis
Buttonbush

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

SHRUBS

Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush

Cornus sanguinea Redtwig Dogwood

Cornus sanguinea 'Arctic Sun' Dwarf Redtwig Dogwood

Ilex verticillata 'Red Sprite' Dwarf Winterberry

Ilex verticillata 'Sparkleberry' Sparkleberry Winterberry

Ilex verticillata 'Jim Dandy' Jim Dandy Winterberry

Itea virginica "Little Henry" Little Henry Virginia Sweetspire

Itea virginica "Henry Garnet" Henry Garnet Virginia Sweetspire

Hamamelis virginiana Common Witchhazel

Lindera benzoin Spice Bush

Rhus aromatica (and cv.'s)* Fragrant Sumac

Rhododendron obtusum "Kurume" Kurume Azalea

Rhododendron carolinianum

Rhododendron catawbiense

Viburnum dentatum Arrowood Viburnum

Viburnum lentago Nannyberry

Arisaema triphyllum Jack-in-the- pulpit

Asarum canadense Wild ginger

Comptonia peregrina Sweetfern

Dryopteris marginalis Evergreen wood fern

Erythronium americanum Trout lily

Gaultheria procumbens Wintergreen/ teaberry

Geranium maculatum Wood geranium

Hepatica americana Round-lobed hepatica

Heuchera americana Alum-root

Hypericum calycinum St. John's Wort

Hypericum reptans

Ilex crenata "Kingsville"

Iris crestata Crested iris

Iris versicolor Blue iris

Jasminum nudiflorum Winter Jasmine

Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower

Muhlenbergia capillaris Muhly grass

Osmunda cinnamomea Cinnamon fern

Paxistima canbyi Paxistima

Penstemon digitalis Penstemon

Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas fern

Rhus aromatica "Gro Lo" Gro Lo Fragrant Sumac

Schizachyrium scoparius "Little
Bluestem" Little Bluestem

Campsis radicans Trumpet Creeper

Gelsemium semipervirens Carolina Jessamine

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia Creeper

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS & ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

VINES

SUGGESTED PLANT MATERIALS PLANT MATERIAL IMAGES

Gelsemium semipervirens
Carolina Jessamine

Ilex verticillata
Winterberry

Itea virginica
Virginia sweetspire

Rhododendron carolinianum
Carolina rhododendron

Campsis radicans
Trumpet Creeper

Osmunda cinnamomea
Cinnamon fern

Muhlenbergia capillaris
Muhly grass

Lobelia cardinalis
Cardinal flower

Iris versicolor
Blue iris

Asarum canadense
Wild Ginger
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MCPB ________
July 3, 2008

MEMORANDUM

TO: Montgomery County Planning Board

VIA: Mary Bradford, Director of Parks
Mike Riley, Deputy Director of Parks for Administration
John Hench, Chief, Park Planning and Stewardship Division

FROM: Brenda Sandberg, Legacy Open Space Program Manager
Dom Quattrocchi, Legacy Open Space Senior Planner

DATE: June 26, 2008

RE: Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park: 1) Briefing on Park Planning Process; and
2) Recommendation for Demolition of Buildings, Resolution #02 01 08 of Chevy
Chase Village Board of Managers

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommended Action
Staff recommends that the Planning Board:

1) Review and comment on the proposed planning process for Chevy Chase Open
Space Urban Park. Park Planning & Stewardship Division of the Department of Parks
is initiating the planning process for this important site that has recently become
available for park use.

2) Approve demolition of the house, garage and associated paving contained within
Chevy Chase Open Space to achieve the urban park goal for which the parkland
was acquired through the Legacy Open Space program. Chevy Chase Open Space
was acquired in FY03 as a designated Urban Open Space within the Legacy Open
Space Functional Master Plan (2001). A resolution passed by the Commission’s
partner in the acquisition, the Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers, and
communication received from other civic associations strongly recommend the
demolition of the buildings on the site as soon as practical (see Attachments A, B
and C). Staff concurs with the Village resolution to demolish the buildings to
prepare the site for the eventual construction of this new urban park.
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Figure 1 Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park Vicinity Map
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Background
Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park
(also known as the Wohlfarth Property)
was identified in the 2001 Legacy Open
Space Functional Master Plan (LOS Plan)
as one of six urban open spaces that
met the Plan’s criteria to be one of the
“best of the best” open spaces within
Montgomery County. The site was
identified as a critical open space
opportunity in the very dense neighborhoods next to the Friendship Heights Metro station. The
goal of the Urban Open Space category within the LOS Plan is to serve the open space needs of
existing neighborhoods, including spaces along major roads and highways, vacant land within
existing urban neighborhoods, and important urban natural areas. The Wohlfarth property (as
it is identified in the LOS Plan) was evaluated and found to be a minimally developed, relatively
large parcel of open land in one of the most densely developed corridors of the County.

The property was acquired in partnership with Chevy Chase Village who contributed 25% of the
acquisition cost to the Legacy Open Space program through a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) signed by the Village, the Commission, and Montgomery County (See Attachment D).
Issues addressed in various clauses in the MOU include:

Contribution of $1.25 million to the Legacy Open Space program over a period of nine
years toward the acquisition of the site. To date, the Village has contributed $343,000
in allocated State POS funds and $700,000 in cash. The contributions outlined in the
MOU will be completed by FY11.
Annexation of the park into the Village at the cessation of the life estate. Annexation
into the Village boundaries was completed December 10, 2007.
Initial division of responsibilities for maintenance of the property. The MOU outlines
that Chevy Chase Village will provide police services and trash removal and that the
Commission will provide for other maintenance of the buildings and grounds, including
lawn and vegetation maintenance, winterization and maintenance of the house, and
removal of large debris.
Discussion of a partnership between the Commission and the Village for joint
development of a Management Plan (now called an Operation & Use Plan) to determine
design and uses for the park.

The 1.9 acre site consists of ten recorded lots between Western Avenue and Grove Street
adjacent to the Chevy Chase Land Company development and one block from the Metro station
(see Figures 1 – 3). The site is located within the corporate limits of Chevy Chase Village and is
immediately adjacent to the Friendship Heights Sector Plan area and across Western Avenue

Figure 2 – Park Locator Map
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Figure 2 – Aerial View of the Park and vicinity
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from Washington, DC. The site is currently configured as a single family residence and a three
car garage/workshop with significant plantings of trees and shrubs throughout the property
and along the perimeters. Vehicle access to the driveway and parking pad is provided from
Western Avenue.

The Colonial Revival house dates from 1975, matching a common architectural style in the
surrounding neighborhood of single family homes. The house served as the home of Mr.
William Jarboe Wohlfarth from its construction to his passing at the beginning of this decade.
Mr. Wohlfarth donated the property to the Washington Masonic temple of which he had been
a high ranking member for many years. Cultural Resources Stewardship and Historic
Preservation staff have reviewed the buildings and determined that they do not qualify for any
type of historic designation based on their recent age and lack of distinguishing characteristics.

The Commission acquired the property from the Masonic temple in 2002 with the condition of
a life estate tenancy. The life estate ended recently and the Commission gained full control of
the property in November, 2007. The site was incorporated in the Park Managers’ schedules for
regular grounds maintenance, and Property Management and Central Maintenance
coordinated to winterize and secure the buildings. Police oversight and snow removal are being
provided by Chevy Chase Village under the auspices of the interagency MOU. Since fall 2007,
significant coordination with Chevy Chase Village has occurred through presentations and
attendance at several Village Board meetings and additional coordination with Village staff.

Figure 3 – Oblique Aerial View of House looking northwest
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Figure 4 – Front View of House from Grove Street

Figure 5 – the Garage / Workshop
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Park Planning Process
An internal park and planning staff team has been selected to work on the Operation & Use
Plan for the site, including Historic Preservation, Park Planning, Park Development, Park
Management, Park Police, Community based Planning, Landscape Design, and other
Commission staff.

Staff proposes to proceed with the development of this site into a new urban park through
several steps.

I. Public Outreach/Charrettes
Given the importance of this urban park site and the strong community interest in
moving forward quickly with this planning process, public outreach efforts will be initiated
this summer and continue into the fall. A multi step charrette process has been determined to
be the best tool for incorporating public input early into the planning and design process, similar
to the charrettes conducted several years ago for the Warner Property. Outreach efforts will
focus on reaching citizens of the Village, our primary partner in this project, and citizens from
surrounding neighborhoods (Friendship Heights and others) and the District of Columbia. The
Village also intends to establish a representative committee to be the primary
communication link with the Commission throughout this planning process.

Commission and Village staff have solicited a proposed contract from a landscape
architectural firm to conduct a two part charrette and produce a final report with a
single consensus concept drawing for the park. The contract includes a detailed site
survey of all the vegetation on the site, a necessary step prior to undertaking any
planning for the site. The Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers has committed to
paying for half of the charrette contract under certain circumstances (see discussion in
next section and Attachment D). Park staff has confirmed that adequate funds
(approximately $8,000) are available in an existing Facility Planning PDF to be used for
half of the proposed contract. Park staff is coordinating with the Finance office to
confirm the appropriate contracting arrangement.

II. Operation and Use Plan
The concept plan that results from the public outreach and charrette process will be
evaluated by staff and incorporated into an Operation and Use Plan. Operation and Use
Plans (formerly known as a Park Management Plans) are conducted under the
leadership of Park Planning and Stewardship Division staff in cooperation with the Park
Region staff and other divisions with Parks and Planning. O&U Plans include the overall
concept plan for a park, a public access plan (trails/signage/parking), a resource
management plan (forest/streams/horticulture), and a park operations plan. Operation
and Use Plans also include estimates of the operating budget impacts (OBI) from the
proposed park concept. The O&U Plan is primarily an internal staff level document, but
the park concept plan and the public access plan sections are brought to the Planning
Board for your review and approval.
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For Chevy Chase Open Space, the Operation and Use Plan will also include
recommendations for the continuing partnership between the Village and the
Commission for the development and operation of this park. The park concept plan,
public access plan, and any proposals for the partnership with the Village will be
presented to the Planning Board for their review and approval.

III. Facility Plan
Once the Planning Board has reviewed and approved the concept plan, the park will
enter the queue to undergo Facility Planning, the process through which parks and park
facilities undergo detailed design and engineering (30% design stage) and results in
more refined cost estimates for implementation. Facility Planning is managed by the
Park Development Division and is budgeted through a project in the Parks Capital
Improvement Program (CIP). Facility Plans are reviewed and approved by the Planning
Board. The earliest Chevy Chase Open Space could be added to the Facility Planning
program would be in FY10, possibly much later depending on other projects awaiting
facility planning.

IV. Design and Construction
Once a Facility Plan is completed and approved by the Planning Board, the Park may be
added to the queue for final design and construction funds through the CIP. Design and
construction is also managed by the Park Development Division.

One relatively unique factor the Parks Department and Planning Board will need to consider in
funding and scheduling this park development process is the financial partnership with Chevy
Chase Village. The Village is already a substantial financial partner in the preservation of this
open space and has offered to support the planning, design, and construction of the park. The
Village Board of Managers has committed to funding half of the consultant contract for the
charrettes (see section below) and has publicly discussed additional contributions throughout
the development process to ensure a timely development of this park within their borders.

Demolition of Buildings
As a designated Urban Open Space within the Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan
(2001), one of the primary goals for the Chevy Chase Open Space is to provide green open
space as a respite from the urban environment. The first step in the planning process for this
site as described above is to determine the fate of the improvements currently on the site in
the context of the Legacy Open Space Plan.

Public Input
On February 11, 2008, the Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers passed a resolution
(Attachment A) strongly recommending the removal of the buildings on the site as soon as
practical to “fulfill the objectives of the Legacy Open Space Master Plan, by promoting the
public health, safety and welfare, as well as the urban park objectives for which the Village
contributed funds for the acquisition of the Wohlfarth Property.” The Village has received
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comment on this site throughout 2007 and conducted a public hearing with a significant
amount of testimony from their community prior to adopting this Resolution.

The Village sent an additional letter to the Commission (April 22, 2008, Attachment B) to
reiterate their support for timely demolition of the buildings and to offer to financially
participate in the public outreach charrettes. The Village is offering to pay one half of the cost
of the charrettes “provided the Commission agrees that the structures on the property will be
removed promptly.”

Additional community support for the demolition of the buildings to maximize open space was
received from the Citizens Coordinating Committee on Friendship Heights (Attachment C), an
umbrella group that represents 15 citizens associations in the immediate vicinity of the site.
The CCCFH says that the demolition of the existing buildings is necessary to achieve a well
designed site that can function as a true urban park for the benefit of nearby residents and
visitors.

Staff Analysis
The internal Operation & Use Planning Team for this site concurs with the recommendation to
demolish the buildings to prepare the site for the park planning process and eventual
construction of this new urban park. Evaluation of the Chevy Chase Open Space site by the
planning team has identified several factors that influenced this recommendation to remove
the buildings and associated pavement.

Policy Goals in Approved Public Policy Documents

- The Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan’s designation of this site as Urban Open
Space envisions a largely passive open space environment and identifies this site as a
“rare opportunity to retain existing green open space” (LOS Plan, p. 80).

- The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the County, Village and the
Commission states that the site “will be used in a manner consistent with the purposes
identified in the Legacy Plan.”

- Goals for LOS Urban Open Spaces include preserving green space, preserving undeveloped
parcels, and providing a transition between central business districts (CBDs) and adjacent
residential neighborhoods.

Community Input

- Since the acquisition of this site, the broader community has continuously expressed a
desire that the entire site would be made available as open space by removing the
buildings.

- Chevy Chase Village and the umbrella group of local citizens associations have sent formal
communications supporting rapid demolition of the buildings.

- The Village has offered to fund half of the contractor cost for the charrette process and
may consider funding demolition and other future development expenses once the policy
decision to remove the buildings is made.
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Site Constraints

- Approximately one fourth of an acre, 12% of this relatively small park (1.9 acres), is
currently encumbered by improvements. The pavement and buildings cut across the site
from southeast to northwest, effectively removing a much larger portion of the site from
feasible open space use.

- Retention of those improvements would significantly infringe on the amount of usable
open space area and would impede the overall function of the park by obstructing
pedestrian flow, negatively impacting the park like atmosphere, and limiting the available
area to meet passive recreational objectives.

- Almost any potential public or private use of the buildings would require additional
infringement into the green open space for increased parking and further disrupt the
pedestrian flow through the site. Initial evaluation of the site for potential park office use
has determined that the necessary increase in automobile traffic through the property
would unacceptably impede the use of the site as a park.

Planning Process

- The public outreach and planning process will be significantly streamlined and come to
more productive conclusions if the absence of the buildings is a known factor.

- If this decision is not made now, the charrettes and planning work done by citizens,
consultants and the staff planning team will need to look at two scenarios instead of
focusing on one, thus diluting the effectiveness of those efforts.

- Creation of two concept plans during the charrettes will likely increase the cost of the
public outreach consultant contract, as well.

- Once the decision is made to proceed with demolition, funding can be pursued. A funding
source has not yet been identified to pay for the demolition. An estimated cost for
demolition of the buildings, surrounding pavement, and temporary vegetative
stabilization of the site is $50,000.

Staff feels quite strongly that this site was acquired with the specific intent of creating the
maximum open space possible in the midst of a densely developed urban area, and that
removal of the existing development on the site is a critical step in achieving that goal. The
policy decision to remove the buildings is the first step to be taken prior to proceeding with the
rest of the Operation & Use Planning process.

Recommended Planning Board Action
In order to achieve the important urban park goals for Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park,
staff recommends that the Planning Board approve demolition of the house, garage and
associated paving, to be implemented as soon as appropriate funding is identified.



































































































E x h i b i t  B P a g e | 108

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

Appendix B - Developing a Vision, Public Meeting #1, June 16, 2011 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

Developing a Vision 
Public Meeting #1 

June 16, 2011 
  



E x h i b i t  B P a g e | 109

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This page intentionally left blank)  



Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park 
Concept Plan/Operation & Use Plan Development 

Senior Parks Management Briefing, May 16, 2011 

Agenda 

I. Background 

a. Acquired 2002 as Legacy Open Space Urban Open Space 
b. Life estate ceased 2007; buildings demolished 2009 (50% paid by Chevy 

Chase Village) 
c. MOU with Chevy Chase Village: $1.25 million contribution toward 

acquisition; partner in management planning process 

II. Proposed Process and Schedule  

a. “Big Picture” phasing: 
i. Phase I:  Site Cleanup – NNI & hazardous vegetation removal, park 

signage, gate (implementation: immediately) 
ii. Phase II:  Interim Status  Plan – to include interim paths, signage, 

landscape upgrades (implementation: last half of FY12 as soon as 
Concept Plan approved) 

iii. Phase III:  Implementation of full Concept Plan via Facility Planning 
then the CIP process for final design/construction (timing depends on 
CIP schedule & funding) 

b. Concept Plan Development Schedule - attached below 

III. Identified Facility Needs, Relevant Policies and Potential Amenities 

a. Summary matrix - attached below 
b. Parks & Recreation Facility Assessment and Public Policy Framework – 

full report for public workshop in draft form 

IV. Proposed Public Outreach Strategy – Go Digital! 

a. Planning Department’s InfoShare weekly newsletter 
b. Project page on Parks website, linked to Chevy Chase Village’s project 

website
c. Community associations through Friendship Heights Regional Services 

Center and/or Parks outreach staff 
d. Contact recommended Council and Executive staff, others as requested 

V. Senior Management Approvals requested 

a. To move forward with Phase I site cleanup 
b. To move forward as proposed with Concept Plan development, including 

kickoff public workshop on June 15 or 16 



II. Concept Plan Development Schedule, May 2011 

Step 2011 Schedule Notes/Details
Conduct Site Analysis and
Prepare Outreach Strategy

March – April Survey site trees & vegetation – DONE
Assess area park & recreation resources & needs –

DRAFT DONE
Analyze existing policy parameters – DRAFT DONE
Identify target groups and methods for public

outreach – DONE
Establish PDCO Team (Planning, Design,

Construction, Operation), internal team to
coordinate project – DONE

Review Site Analysis and
Outreach Strategy with
community

April 11: CCV Board
Meeting – DONE

Establish CCOS Committee (CCV) – EXPECT BY
MID MAY

Also contact other community groups in April/May
– IN PROCESS

Present Site Analysis/Outreach
Strategy to Parks Senior
Management Team

May 16 THIS MEETING

Brief Planning Board (if
requested by Parks Director)

May June Only if requested by Parks Director. Could be part of
Director’s Report or roundtable discussion.

Community Meeting #1 June 15 or 16 Purpose:
Brief community on facility analysis & policy

framework
Develop a vision and preliminary program of

amenities
Develop Park Concepts July September Ongoing coordination with CCOS Committee &

others
Develop one to three concepts for site

PDCO review of Concept Plans;
Parks Senior Management
briefing, if requested

September

Community Meeting #2 October Purpose: to review and select concept preference,
phasing, and recommended POR (Program of
Requirements); also to confirm interim
improvement plan

Finalize Preferred Concept
Plan for presentation and
approval by Planning Board

November – December Add management details as necessary to make into
full Operation & Use Plan

Place Chevy Chase Open Space
Concept Plan in Park
Development’s queue for
Facility Planning funding
through the CIP

January 2012



III. Summary of Identified Facility Needs, Relevant Policies and Potential 
Amenities in CCOS 

Policy/Plan/
Study

Relevant Identified Needs and
Recommendations

Possible to
Accommodate
in CCOS?

Notes

Area Parks/
Recreation
Facility
Assessment:
walking distance
assessment of
facilities

Variety of rec facilities & park types within
1/2 mile (10 minute walk):

County rec center
buffer parks between CBD and residential
small open space parks between ROWs
neighborhood parks
civic center parks

n/a

Local park facilities around 1 mile (20+
minute walk) away:

ball fields
larger playgrounds
hiker/biker trails

Area Parks/
Recreation
Facility
Assessment:
facility needs

Within Maryland, all playgrounds > 10
minute walk and most close to 20 25
minute walk from Friendship Heights/Chevy
Chase neighborhoods
Two playgrounds within DC are closest ones
to this site, including one new renovation

Yes

Vision 2030:
Top facilities and
amenities to
expand or
improve

Playgrounds Yes “Natural” looking play area
most requested amenity so
far for this park

Dog parks Yes CCOS large enough, but may
conflict with vision of green
open space

Community Gardens Yes CCOS meets minimum site
requirements, but will need
community support

Community Events and Festivals Yes Depends on community
input/vision for park

Picnic Shelters Yes Depends on community
input/vision for park

Vision 2030: Two
action items
relevant to this
urban park

Plan, design, and create more un
programmed, flexible parks and recreation
spaces, and features that are multi functional
or adaptable for multiple purposes

Yes Un programmed green open
space between paths and
landscaping is key element of
this park

Incorporate nature into the playground
environment. Seek opportunities to
incorporate environmental education into
the playground experience.

Yes Coincides with initial
community input on possible
play area design



LPPRP/PROS:
Estimated need
for active
recreation
facilities, 2020,
Bethesda Chevy
Chase Planning
Area

Large diamond fields (baseball): 4.8 No Site too small
Inappropriate for an urban
park
Inappropriate for a Legacy
Open Space Urban Open
Space

Adult rectangular fields: 20.4 No
Tennis Courts: 0 No

Basketball Courts: 0 No

Playgrounds: 0 Yes Walking distance analysis
does show need for
playgrounds (above)

LPPRP/PROS:
Park Classification
System definition
of Urban Parks

In or near CBDs
Can serve as buffer between CBDs and
residential
Serve as gathering places and
accommodate variety of activities
Typical facilities include landscaping,
sitting/picnic areas, play equipment, courts
and shelters

Yes Most typical facilities in other
urban parks could be
accommodated in CCOS
except hard courts

Urban Parks
Guidelines:
A Vision for Urban
Parks (MCPB
adopted, 2010)

visual and physical access to parks that enhance
mental, physical and spiritual health
green gathering spaces to improve social
connections and relieve stress
outdoor recreational opportunities to improve
physical health
low impact development and environmentally
sensitive design to improve health of the land
interesting and aesthetic design to create a
sense of “place”
well maintained and safe spaces to encourage
community interaction
educational opportunities to provide
information on health benefits of parks

Yes Most of these visioning
statements are likely to fit
very well with the staff and
community’s ideas for this
park and provide valuable
guidance to the Concept
Planning Process

Urban Parks
Guidelines:
recs. under
development

Will likely revise definition of Urban Park to
include a broader set of functions and
amenities, possibly defining several types of
urban parks

Yes Once complete, concept for
CCOS may fit a new or
revised urban park category

Legacy Open
Space
Functional
Master Plan,
2001

Overall goal of plan to preserve green space
for all communities in the County including
urban areas. Identified CCOS as Urban Open
Space site due to its status as undeveloped
land adjacent to a CBD.

Yes



MOU with
County, Chevy
Chase Village,
2002

Expresses intent of 3 parties to cooperate in
operation and maintenance of Park
Park must be used “consistent with the
purposes identified in the Legacy Plan”
Commission will operation/maintain park (per
1972 agreement with County)
Village shall provide municipal services (police,
refuse, etc.)
Commission & Village will “jointly prepare a
management plan” in accordance with Legacy
goals for the park
Management Plan (now the Concept
Plan/Operation & Use Plan) may be amended
with mutual agreement from Commission &
CCV

Yes

Jurisdictional
Issues:
District of
Columbia
Department of
Transportation
ROW

A 25’ strip between park property line and
Western Avenue sidewalk is in the District
Strip is the Commission’s responsibility to
maintain as adjacent owner but is subject
to DC regulations
Permits needed for pruning or removal of
Special Trees (>17.5” DBH); not necessary
for currently planned tree work except 2
street trees
Permanent installations (gate, signs) may
also need DC permits

Yes Unique Commission park in
this jurisdictional situation
(only other is Boundary Park
NCA) Already in touch with
DDOT Urban Forestry
Administration staff to
submit permits to remove 2
invasive street trees

Jurisdictional
Issues:
Chevy Chase
Village

Park within the Village municipal limits
Commission not subject to Village
regulations since a state level agency
Intend to comply with local regulations as
much as possible in accordance with
standard Commission policy

Yes For example: submitted a
permit request for tree
removals per the Village Tree
Ordinance, and Village will
issue a “courtesy permit” in
recognition of our state level
status

Adjacent
Property Issues:
Chevy Chase
Center (Chevy
Chase Land
Company)

Seven trees identified on their property for
removal (some highly hazardous)
6 8’ tall fence needed at top of their
retaining wall; current 3’ fence inadequate
for safety

Yes Currently collaborating with
CC Center management on
tree removal and fence issue;
park permit needed for
access through the park to do
this work

Adjacent
Property Issues:
Latter Day Saints
Church

Five hazardous trees identified on church
property adjacent to Park
Church supportive of site cleanup proposed

Yes Currently collaborating with
church representatives on
tree removal issues; park
permit not likely necessary

Other
Policy/Design
Considerations

Consider lack of maintenance funding for
parks during design process, for instance:

perennial garden beds instead of annuals
fewer landscaping areas that require
maintenance
built elements (paths, benches, gazebos,
play structures) to be low maintenance

Yes



Park Planning & Stewardship Division
Park & Trail Planning Section and Legacy Open Space Program

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park - Developing a VisionChevy Chase Open Space Urban Park Developing a Vision

M NCPPC, Department of Parks, Montgomery County

Brenda Sandberg & Rachel Newhouse

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP

Brenda Sandberg & Rachel Newhouse
Community Outreach Meeting #1

June 15, 2011



AgendaAgenda
7:00 Welcome & presentation
7:30 Brainstorming session7:30 Brainstorming session
8:45 Wrap Up
9:00 Adjourn

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Locator Map

Chevy Chase Open Space
Urban Park

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Montgomery County, MD



Vicinity Context

YOU ARE HEREYOU ARE HEREYOU ARE HERE

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Background
Two acre site located within Chevy Chase Village and
adjacent to Friendship Heights CBD

Background

j p g

Former single family home

Former part time landscape business retail use

Also partially located within the District of Columbia in the
Western Avenue right of way

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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BackgroundBackground
2002
Legacy Open Space Program acquisition as Urban Open Space

Partnership with Chevy Chase Village based on inter governmental Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

2007
Parks Department assumes responsibility for property

2009
Buildings and driveway demolished

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Why are we here tonight?Why are we here tonight?
Purpose of this Public Planning Process

Inform the broader community about the opening and clean up of this new urban parkInform the broader community about the opening and clean up of this new urban park

Gather input from the community to develop a VISION for this new urban park and to understand
the issues of concern about any new development with the urban park

Develop design Concept and Program of Requirements (POR) necessary to move forward with:Develop design Concept and Program of Requirements (POR) necessary to move forward with:

Interim Improvement Plan

Facility Planning and Final Design/Construction through capital budget (CIP)

Proposed Schedule
June 15, 2011 Summer 2011 Summer 2011 Fall 2011 Winter 2011

Spring 2012 and
beyond

Community
Visioning

MNCPPC staff
create Draft

Ongoing
collection of

Present Plan
Concepts to

Preferred Concept
Plan & Proposed

Plan
Implementation

Kick off:

Meeting #1

Concepts to
address Vision

and Issues from
Meeting #1

community input
and revision of
draft concepts

Community for
Feedback:

Meeting #2

Phasing and
Implementation
presented to the
Planning Board

in phases as
funding

available

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Three-Phase Park ImplementationThree-Phase Park Implementation 
Phase I: Site Cleanup

Building Demolition, 2009u d g e o o , 009

NNI & hazardous vegetation removal, underway

Signage & security

Phase II: Interim Improvement Plan
Interim, low cost improvements to create safe, usable park between now and ultimate build out

Coordinated with Concept Plan to ensure long term compatibilityCoordinated with Concept Plan to ensure long term compatibility

Phase III: Implementation of full Concept Plan
N l CIP F ilit Pl i th Fi l D i /C t ti th h CIPNormal CIP process: Facility Planning, then Final Design/Construction through CIP

Could be done in phases to implement amenities as funds are identified

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Phase I: Site CleanupPhase I: Site Cleanup
Tree & Vegetation Survey

Goals for site cleanupGoals for site cleanup

Improve visibility and safety in
the park

Remove undesirable and
invasive plan species per Park
policy

Remove dead, dying and
hazardous trees and tree limbs

Preserving the majority of the
beautiful plants throughout the
park

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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M-NCPPC Department of Parks MissionM-NCPPC Department of Parks Mission
“Protect and interpret our valuable natural and cultural resources; balance the demand for
recreation with the need for conservation; offer a variety of enjoyable recreational activities that
encourage healthy lifestyles; and provide clean, safe, and accessible places for leisure time
activities.”

RECREATION
“Offer a range of leisure activities that

STEWARDSHIP
“Manage the county park system so it
best meets the needs of current and

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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strengthen the body, sharpen the mind,
and renew the spirit”

best meets the needs of current and
future generations”'



Countywide Park SystemCountywide Park System
The Park Classification System

Chevy ChaseChevy Chase
Open Space
Urban Park

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Recreation Needs Estimated by Geographic Areas*

Planning Area
Geography

Recreation Needs Estimated by Geographic Areas*

Community Based
Geography

Countywide Geography
2020 Needs based on State Planning
Participation Based Model Park & Trail

2020 Needs estimated using M NCPPC
PROS Plan Methodology

Playgrounds
B k b ll C

2020 Needs estimated using M NCPPC PROS Plan
Methodology and ball field permit data

All Fields ….
Youth Diamonds

Participation Based Model, Park & Trail
Plans & Fairfax County model

Picnic Shelters
Dog Exercise Areas

Basketball Courts
Tennis Courts

Youth Diamonds
Multi purpose Diamonds
Baseball 90’ Baseline
Youth rectangular
M l i l

g
Roller Hockey Courts
Skate Parks
Trails
Nature CentersMulti purpose rectangular Nature Centers
Community Recreation
Centers
Aquatic Facilities
N t l ANatural Areas

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy FrameworkPublic Policy Framework
LPPRP (PROS)

Estimated needs for active recreation facilities Bethesda Chevy ChaseEstimated needs for active recreation facilities, Bethesda Chevy Chase
planning area

Large diamond fields (baseball): 4.8

Adult rectangular fields: 20.4

Tennis courts: 0

Basketball courts: 0

Playgrounds: 0

Appropriateness of needed facilities for Chevy Chase Open Space Urban
Park

Site too small for adult athletic fields

No on site parking

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy FrameworkPublic Policy Framework
Vision 2030

Top facilities/amenities/programs to expand or improveTop facilities/amenities/programs to expand or improve

Playgrounds

Trails and trail connectivity

Dog parksDog parks

Community events and festivals

Community gardens

Picnic SheltersPicnic Shelters

Exercise and fitness

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy Framework
Vision 2030

Two action items relevant to Chevy Chase Open

Public Policy Framework

Two action items relevant to Chevy Chase Open
Space

Plan, design and create more un programmed, flexible
park and recreation spaces

Incorporate nature and environmental education into the
playground environment

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy FrameworkPublic Policy Framework
Vision 2030

Level of Service per population by sub areaLevel of Service per population by sub area

Due to the size and diversity of the County, the Vision 
2030 process projected park and recreation needs in 
four geographic sub-areas of the County:  
Potomac/Rural, East Transit Corridor, South Central, 
and North Central 

The Level of Service (LOS) analysis of the parks and 
recreation inventory shows that when population density 
is considered the current overall Level of Service per

Less Access
is considered, the current overall Level of Service per
capita is lower in the I-270 corridor (indicated by the 
lighter shades in the South Central and North Central 
sub-areas on this map.

The increased growth projected in the next twenty years 
along the I-270 corridor will create increased demand for 
parks and recreation facilities and services. 

Greater Access

No Service

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy FrameworkPublic Policy Framework
Legacy Open Space

Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan (2001)Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan (2001)

Overall goal of Legacy Open Space plan to preserve green space for all
communities in the County, including urban

Chevy Chase Open Space identified as an Urban Open Space as an
undeveloped site adjacent to a CBD

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy FrameworkPublic Policy Framework
Regulatory & Inter jurisdictional Issues

Montgomery County and State of Maryland RegulationsMontgomery County and State of Maryland Regulations

Environmental Regulations (Forest Conservation, Stormwater Management, etc.)

Environmental Site Design

Americans with Disabilities ActAmericans with Disabilities Act

District of Columbia Department of Transportation R.O.W.

A 25’ strip between park property line and Western Avenue sidewalk is in the District

Strip is the Commission’s responsibility to maintain as adjacent owner but is subject to
DC regulations, including permits for some tree removals and permanent installations
(gates, signs)

Chevy Chase Village

Park within municipal limits

Although a state level agency, Commission intends to comply with local regulations

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy FrameworkPublic Policy Framework
Intergovernmental MOU

2002 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) among Montgomery County2002 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) among Montgomery County,
M NCPPC, and Chevy Chase Village

Expresses intent of three parties to cooperate in operation and maintenance of Park

Chevy Chase Village contributed 25% of acquisition cost ($1.25M)

Park must be used “consistent with the purposes identified in the Legacy Plan”

Commission will operation/maintain park (per 1972 agreement with County)

Village shall provide municipal services (police, refuse, etc.)

Commission & Village will “jointly prepare a management plan” in accordance with
Legacy goals for the park

Management Plan (now the Concept Plan/Operation & Use Plan) may be amended
with mutual agreement from Commission & Chevy Chase Villagewith mutual agreement from Commission & Chevy Chase Village

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Nearby Parks and Recreation Facilities

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Nearby Parks and Recreation Facility Assessment

Recreational facilities and park types
within ½ mile (10 minute walk)

Buffer parks between Central Business
Districts (CBDs) and residential areas

Small open space parks between road
right of waysg y

Neighborhood parks

Civic center parks

County recreational centery

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Nearby Parks and Recreation 
Facility Assessment

Recreational facilities and park
types within 1 mile (20+minute walk)

Local Parks

Athletic fields

Larger playgrounds

Hiker/Biker trails

Playgrounds
All playgrounds in Maryland, are
more than a 10 minute walk

Most playgrounds are a 20 25 minute
walk from Friendship Heights / Chevy
Chase Village neighborhoods

The two closest playgrounds to thisp yg
park are in DC:
Chevy Chase Park across Western Ave,
(currently under renovation) and
Chevy Chase Community Center / Library
on Connecticut Avenue

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Public Policy FrameworkPublic Policy Framework
Urban Parks Guidelines (in draft)

Goal is to support the County’s policies for Growing Smarter by creating great walkable openGoal is to support the County s policies for Growing Smarter by creating great, walkable open
space systems in the present and future urban areas.

A Vision for Urban Parks (adopted by Planning Board, 2010) sets goals for urban parks
to:

Improve the mental, physical and spiritual health of urbanized people by providing more visual and physical
access to parks

P id th i i b t i i l ti d li tProvide green gathering spaces in urban areas to improve social connections and relieve stress

Provide new outdoor recreational opportunities that will improve the physical health of the community

Improve the health of the land through using low impact development and environmentally sensitive design
in urban parksp

Provide interesting and aesthetic design that is embraced by the community

Provide education on the health benefits of Parks

Provide well maintained and safe spaces for community interaction

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Existing Urban Park PatternExisting Urban Park Pattern
Our urban parks are mostly located at the edges of the urban areas, not in the centers.

GERMANTOWNDOWNTOWN SILVER SPRINGWHITE FLINT SECTOR PLAN AREA GERMANTOWNDOWNTOWN SILVER SPRINGWHITE FLINT SECTOR PLAN AREA

URBAN AREAS

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

24
WHEATONDOWNTOWN BETHESDA
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?

Green gathering spaces for neighborhood events

Escape from the heat

Quiet places to relax and read

Comfortable seating

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?

Spaces for outdoor markets

Casual spaces or more formal spaces

Places where pets are welcome

Places to meet other pet owners and to
socialize like community gardens

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?

Playful Areas

Interactive artwork or sculpture

Traditional playgrounds

Sculptural climbing walls

Listening vessels

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?

Connection to nature through natural
play elements

Climbing walls and logs

Fort building areas

Sand pits

Boulders for jumping and climbing

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?

An outdoor office

A place to sit, eat lunch and work on laptop

Spaces for outdoor exercising

Comfortable seating

Beautiful natural spaces that are inspiring andBeautiful natural spaces that are inspiring and
calming

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?

Places to intermingle the older generation
with the new generation

Accessibility and safety

Seniors are more likely to walk to open spaces
if they are safe and attractive and provide
areas for seating.g

A Place to learn

History

CultureCulture

Ecology … and more
Brookside Gardens

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?

Places with a local identity

A unique identifying element

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for in 
urban parks?urban parks?
Information and good signage

Neighborhood kioskNeighborhood kiosk

Interpretive signage

Park signage

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What are people looking for 
in urban parks?in urban parks?
Attractive low maintenance furnishings

SignageSignage

Trash receptacles

Bicycle racks

Li htiLighting

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Outdoor Urban Recreational TrendsOutdoor Urban Recreational Trends
Urban outdoor recreation space

Needed near offices and retail for the after work sport leaguesNeeded near offices and retail for the after work sport leagues

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Outdoor Urban Recreational TrendsOutdoor Urban Recreational Trends
Non traditional activities and sports

Splash spotsSplash spots

HeartSmart trails and paths

Theatre and dance event spaces

R i t d thRunning events and paths

Multi use of courts for non traditional
activities

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Demographic TrendsDemographic Trends
Demographic shifts in past and future affects park trends

The County’s senior population is growing significantly inside the Beltwaye ou y s se o popu a o s g o g s g ca y s de e e ay

The oldest demographic area in Montgomery County located is adjacent to site (Village of Friendship Heights)

Research is continuing on demographics of the immediate neighborhood

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Chevy Chase Open SpaceChevy Chase Open Space
Opportunities and assets

A beautiful green space in a highly urban area withA beautiful green space in a highly urban area with
healthy landscape plant specimens and trees

Highly accessible by METRO, bus, walking, biking, or
public parking lots

Within walking distance from single family and high rise
residential areas, offices, retail stores and restaurants

Relatively flat terrain that is suitable for a variety of
activities

An active and interested partner in Chevy Chase Village

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Chevy Chase Open SpaceChevy Chase Open Space
Issues and constraints

Multiple Stakeholders with potentially varied interestsMultiple Stakeholders with potentially varied interests

Transit users

Chevy Chase Village residents

Immediately adjacent neighborsImmediately adjacent neighbors

Village of Friendship Heights residents

District of Columbia residents

Employees and retail customersEmployees and retail customers

Site Compatibility

Small site – 2 acres

Compatibility issues with surrounding land uses, two way impacts:

Single family & Commercial Mixed Use Chevy Chase Open Space

Large elevation change between park and retail area (“the wall”)

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

38

Large elevation change between park and retail area ( the wall )
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Issues and Constraints (cont'd )Issues and Constraints (cont d.)
Design issues

P iPaving versus green space

Security and amount of lighting

Safe pedestrian and maintenance vehicle access

Way finding and signage

Regulatory constraints

Implementation issues

Stiff competition for CIP funds for improvements (other parks, non park
j t )projects)

Severe constraints on maintenance funding limits design choices unless
additional funding sources are found

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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TonightTonight
We need your input!

Breakout SessionsBreakout Sessions
90 minutes to answer two key questions

Question #1: Vision
h f d ld l k ff d hWhat types of amenities and activities would you like to see offered at this

park?

Question #2: IssuesQuestion # : Issues
What concerns you the most about the development of this park?

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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What's next?What s next?
Next Meeting: Fall 2010

Give us your ideas throughout the planning process at www.parkplanning.org

Ongoing communications with community representatives

Email updates will be sent to attendees

Please remember to give us your email addressPlease remember to give us your email address

Proposed schedule

June 15, 2011 Summer 2011 Summer 2011 Fall 2011 Winter 2011
Spring 2012 and

beyond

Community
Visioning

MNCPPC staff
create Draft
C t t

Ongoing
collection of

it i t

Present Plan
Concepts to

C it f

Preferred Concept
Plan & Proposed

Ph i d

Plan
Implementation

i hKick off:

Meeting #1

Concepts to
address Vision

and Issues from
Meeting #1

community input
and revision of
draft concepts

Community for
Feedback:

Meeting #2

Phasing and
Implementation
presented to the
Planning Board

in phases as
funding

available

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Thank youThank you

www.ParkPlanning.org
Brenda Sandberg@montgomeryparks orgBrenda.Sandberg@montgomeryparks.org

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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DRAFT!!!
Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park:
What did we hear at the June 15th public meeting?
Summary of Visioning with selected comments

Overall Vision: a green garden like space available for mostly “passive” use (i.e., un programmed
uses)

Long term financial challenges, so emphasize small, low cost amenities
Do not want the property values to drop because of what is in the park
No access for parking
Want green address basic environmental issues.
Create sense of place
“We want a passive park”
Park can be called an *Arboretum*
Green as possible
Open as possible

Different potential users
Neighboring entities that might want to use park
Consider residents on Grove Street and Western Avenue
Pass through park for commuters – diagonal
Passive – just experience the open space
Will the park be attracting outside users: a Passive or Active park?
Like to see as many users as possible

Nearby parks provide for other uses
Tennis courts across street
Lives across from park: right across the street is a facility that has very active facilities, don’t
need to duplicate

Types of Amenities/Activities mentioned

Play Areas
o Naturalistic “scattered” playscape design (sand pit, rocks, logs)
o Environmental/nature education

Picnic Areas
o Picnic tables

Open Flexible Space for gathering, play, events, celebrations
o Keep significantly open area for play – Frisbees, etc.
o Big flat area left for casual play
o Open play area



Main Promenade through park
o Degree of Pavement:

Safe down hill in all weather conditions
Have met with people with diabetes
Meet the “high heel” test in lots of weather
Minimal concrete/paved area

o Connect to Belmont ROW Trail
o Potential future connectivity to Somerset and other parks
o Pervious – path

Gardens
o Bought for green, beautiful, trees and plantings.
o Fountain
o Benches
o Plantings – educational tags
o Add only indigenous species
o Butterfly garden
o Community garden
o No Community Garden
o Chevy Chase Garden Club – can they do something at the park?

Gateways into park

Looped trail around edge of park

Buffers along adjacent properties

Terraced Areas on existing slopes

Maintenance Vehicle Access

Signage/information/trash receptacles/light poles/etc.
o Lighting for security
o Need bike racks

Security
o Security Issues – if this becomes a concept over a long time
o Need to understand a fenced park that is locked up at night.
o More people in a space make it safer
o Community Eyes looking in – currently obstructed fence park? After hours?
o Wants town police to review and approve plan
o Chief want lights, neighbors do not want big lights



Short Term Improvements/Operations Issues
Hard to get vision until there is a clean up
When will that occur?
Send us an email about the contract clean up. When it will occur, start date, any delays
Give us an idea of how much useable space is there
Short term improvements:

o #1 – Dog Bag Dispensers
o #1a – Gate
o #2 – Trash cans – one at driveway and one at Grove Street.

Trash cans gates – number one priority – need to consider placement. Put up gate and
maybe locate at driveway entrance
Needs activity in the interim

Want replacement trees sooner than later
Where would this fall in the CIP process – are we at the end of the priority list? – No
Remove the fencing at the ends so people can walk through
Remove fencing to enable access (currently encroached with invasive)

Other Issues Mentioned
Don’t like name, should be changed
Historically land used by the Chevy Chase Hunt
Friendship Heights History – why is it called Friendship Heights



Other comments…

Get examples from other parks – Woodside, Bethesda Library on Arlington Road
A time schedule for users such as yoga time at 10:00am as an example, then things can co exist
Worried about music because can hear it – but then restrict size of band – guitar only, say
Two visions:

o Residents want to see something soon
o Then have a long term plan

Small low cost amenities that would allow amenities
Thinks the principal use is connecting people to Friendship Heights – how they walk
Once the park is open, we will see the use pattern
Not using the LOS principals should be passive, green
Does not think the park should be huge and attractive because of no parking
Got it because it is green, beautiful, and lots of plantings
A playground with equipment is duplicative
Natural play all over site – logs, sand pit, blend in to natural look of site
People have used small weeping trees to play/hide under
Want it to be green, basic environmental issues
Ruby throated hummingbirds – attract
Really likes the brick path – set brick in sand not concrete
Wants a community garden and mulch paths
Interpretive panels can offer Chevy Chase Land Co a way to donate
Like as green and as open
People need green trees
Like nature education
Nice par course in Rock Creek Park
Along Grove Street – want the street trees planted ASAP
Think about Tree Stewards for this park



Chevy Chase Garden Urban Park

Themes
Type of Amenities/Activities Naturalistic Formal Sculptural
Play Areas Natural materials, sand, logs,

boulders, wild flowers, willow huts
Typical urban park play equipment Sculpture elements that can be

played upon
Picnic Areas Seating logs, wood, willow chairs Heavy duty benches and tables,

metal , wood, plastic
Sculpture elements that can be sat
upon

Main Entrance Plaza – needs to 
allow maintenance truck access 
and turn-around 

Fine gravel or pervious pavement Impervious paving brick, stone, etc. Sculptural plaza

Gateways into park  Use natural materials – trees, vines,
shrubs etc to create a garden entry

Use stone or iron or more formal
material to create the garden entry

Sculptural entry

Buffers along top of wall and along 
edges where desired 

Plant buffer Fence buffer Sculptural fencing

People watching and waiting along 
Western Avenue 

Seating and standing areas that are
sheltered under the trees

Seating and standing areas that are
sheltered

Sculptural seating and hanging out
spots

Open flexible space for gathering, 
play, events, celebration 

Existing trees as center , existing
grassy area as center

Grassy areas edged with material to
formally define the space.

Areas defined by sculpture

Areas for temporary tent shelters 
for events or flea markets 

Sleeves in grassy areas for tent
shelter poles

Paved tent pads Tents are part of the overall garden
sculpture

Terraced areas Graded slope with natural stone or
wood retaining walls

Terraced seating walls out of brick or
concrete – skateboard friendly

Sculptural and functional – can sit on
or play/skate on.

Main promenade through park Wood chips or natural surface trail Pavers – brick, stone Material dictated by the sculptural
theme

Looped trail around edge of park Dirt trail Asphalt trail
Signage / Information Wooden park signage Metal signs to match other park

furnishings
Sculptural signs that are part of the
overall theme

Trash receptacles, light poles Park standard trash receptacles and
no lights

Same style as along the buffer trail
from the community into the park

Sculptural – unique designs

Gardens Only add new native plant material
and not ornamental

Continue the existing garden theme
and use plants that fit with the
azalea, conifer, holly on site

Garden that works with the
sculptural theme – maybe rare or
unique plants.



Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park
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Chevy Chase Open SpaceChevy Chase Open Space

Chevy Chase Open Space Committee
January 2012January 2012
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Key PersonnelKey Personnel
• Chevy Chase Open Space Committee

M di h W lli Ch i– Meredith Wellington, Chair
– David Winstead, Board Representative
– Committee Members: Nina Bang-Jensen, Susie Eig, Diane Kartalia, 

Virginia Leachman, Jay Treadwell, Lyric Winik and Peter Yeo.g , y , y
– Michael Younes, Staff Liaison

• Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission
d S db O S– Brenda Sandberg, Legacy Open Space Program Manager

– Rachel Newhouse, Landscape Architect
– Kevin Hagberg, Park Manager

• Community Participation
– Many others have participated in this process: Judy Elliott, Victoria Knopes, 

Katherine Hayes, Jeffrey Johnson, Bliss Ryan, Pamela Simpson, Harry 
Tamvakis Page Winstead and Jim Young from the Church of Latter Day SaintsTamvakis, Page Winstead and Jim Young from the Church of Latter Day Saints.
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Committee Meetings and Public
Participation

• Since September 2011 the Chevy Chase Open Space Committee has met 
si times These meetings ha e been ell attended not onl b thesix times. These meetings have been well attended not only by the
Committee but also by other residents, particularly those living near the 
Wohlfarth Property.  Jim Young from the adjoining Church of the Latter 
Day Saints has also attended, and has been advised of the progress of the 
CommitteeCommittee.

• We have worked closely and productively with Brenda Sandberg and 
Rachel Newhouse, and we thank them for that.  We owe a special thanks to , p
Michael Younes for all he has done to assist the process.
– September 26, 2011—Meeting at the Wohlfarth Property with Brenda Sandberg 

and Rachel Newhouse
– November 1st—Meeting at the Village HallNovember 1 Meeting at the Village Hall
– November 17th—Meeting at the Wohlfarth Property with Brenda, Rachel, and 

Kevin Hagberg 
– December 8th—Meeting at the Village Hall

January 5 2012 Meeting at the Village Hall– January 5, 2012—Meeting at the Village Hall
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History of the Purchase of the PropertyHistory of the Purchase of the Property

• Montgomery County purchased the Wohlfarth Property as an urban open space with 
Legacy Open Space (LOS) Funds.  Chevy Chase Village (CCV) contributed 25% of 
the purchase price with the remaining 75% coming from Montgomery County. 

• There is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the County, Park & 
Planning and CCV over the future development of the park and outlining thePlanning and CCV over the future development of the park and outlining the
management of the park and the financial obligations.  The MOU, executed in 
2002, calls for a management plan to be agreed upon between CCV and Park & 
Planning.

• In June 2011 Park & Planning identified a three-phase park implementation. Phase I 
is site cleanup, and that is now well on its way. Phase II is an Interim 
Implementation Plan with low cost improvements to create safe, usable park 
between now and ultimate build out Phase III is coordinated w/the Concept Planbetween now and ultimate build out. Phase III is coordinated w/the Concept Plan.

• Park & Planning is now developing a “Concept Plan/Operation and Use Plan” that 
will be the basis for future development and funding of the new urban park.  Our 
Committee is working with Park & Planning staff on the development of theC g & g p
“Concept Plan”. Phase III is implementation of full Concept Plan.
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Vision for the ParkVision for the Park
• The park will be dedicated to the enjoyment of a tranquil, garden like open space that offers 

the public a respite from the stresses of urban life. Design the park to enhance the beauty of 
natural contours of the land and existing garden plantings. A nature-based, green space park 
would be the only park of this kind in the surrounding areawould be the only park of this kind in the surrounding area.

• Preserve green open space consistent with the purpose of the Legacy Open Space purchase of 
this property.

– The Committee notes that the parks in the immediate area--including a large, recently 
renovated  park in the District of Columbia-- have many different kinds of  constructed  
( h l) l l d f ll f h ld d k b ll(or physical) amenities--large playgrounds for all ages of children, a dog park, a ball
park, basketball courts, and places for concerts at Wisconsin Place. The new park will 
add a resource that is currently missing.

• Consistent with the purpose of Legacy Open Space to increase the “green infrastructure” of 
Montgomery County, the park will increase connectivity between the Belmont Trail and g y y, p y
existing sidewalks to encourage walking, biking, and the use of public transportation.
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Nearby Parks and Recreation FacilitiesNearby Parks and Recreation Facilities
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Draft Ideas for Park ConceptDraft Ideas for Park Concept

• Minimize use of large-scale formal paths. Where paths are added,g p p ,
use pervious surfaces if possible.

• Provide lighting at minimum level for public safety.  
• Maximize usage of the park by offering a range of amenities that• Maximize usage of the park by offering a range of amenities that

attract office workers, commuters, and neighbors from the high rises 
and single family homes. 

• The park will have broad appeal to the many generations that live 
and work in the surrounding area, being child and teen-friendly, 
adult-friendly, and senior-friendly.  
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Park Site AnalysisPark Site Analysis
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Design Element Optionsg p
• Pedestrian Paths

– one continuing from the 
Belmont Buffer path along the p g
Chevy Chase Land Company 
buffer, the other on a diagonal 
from the northeast corner to 
the southwest corner –
Western Avenue. 

– The paths, particularly the 
diagonal one should appear todiagonal one, should appear to
be natural, and not to be 
straight lines. Consistent with 
minimizing the amount of 
pavement in the park onepavement in the park, one
path could be paved, the other 
could be made of crushed 
stone or other permeable 
materialsmaterials.
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Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Lighting

– The lighting should be the minimum needed to make the 
paths usable at night, and to keep the park safe.

– Lighting should also be designed not intrude on the 
homes along Grove Street that abut the park.
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Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Guided Entry Points.

h h ld b l i– There should be welcoming
pedestrian gateways at the 
southwest and southeast corners 
on Western Avenue. The park 
should be landscaped in a way thatshould be landscaped in a way that
welcomes pedestrians and guides 
them to designated points of entry.

– The Committee believes that the– The Committee believes that the
point of access for Park & 
Planning trucks should be an 
aesthetic gateway into the park, 
and it should have an ornamental 
gate or bollards that open the park 
to pedestrians, while preventing 
vehicles other than those of Park 
& Planning from entering.
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Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Screening and Buffering

There should be sufficient plantings to encourage pedestrians to enter through the– There should be sufficient plantings to encourage pedestrians to enter through the
designated openings, and to discourage children from darting into Western Avenue.

– Consider a low ornamental wrought iron fence that will provide an unobstructed line of site 
for emergency personnel and police, as requested by County and local law enforcement.

– A fence option would also entail only a one-time cost rather than on-going maintenance.
B ffer the ch rch and shopping center sides of the park ith trees and plantings so that– Buffer the church and shopping center sides of the park with trees and plantings so that
lovely vistas like open views on the shopping center side and the church steeple are visible, 
but the bulk of the urban high-rise buildings are not visible.   Landscaping should also be 
added along Western Avenue for safety and to define the entry points for the park.

– Due to significant tree loss from recent storms along Grove Street we need to add buffering 
elements for these adjacent single family homes.e e e s o ese dj ce s g e y o es.
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Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Preserve the Grandfather Tree and the 

Celebration Tree.
• Restore the natural contours of the land 

from Grove Street to Western Avenue.  

13



Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options

• Plant Preservation
– Preserve and enhance 

existing Azalea Hill 
located next to Grovelocated next to Grove
Street.

– Preserve and enhance 
th Sh d d Bi hthe Shaded Birch
Grove along Western 
Avenue.  

14



Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Water feature

– not a large, formal fountain, 
but perhaps a rill or a low 
water feature like the one 
near Clyde’s in Chevy 
Chase Center.  

15



Design Element Optionsg p

• Human Sundial
– This would be in a prominent 

location, but one that maintains 
the natural, asymmetrical 
f li f h kfeeling of the park.

– Consider locating human 
sundial behind the vehicle 
entrance along Western Avenueentrance along Western Avenue.

16



Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Meditation Maze

– This would be a pattern of stones– This would be a pattern of stones,
preferably a circular pattern.  

– This would continue the theme of 
a tranquil gathering place anda tranquil gathering place and
would also provide physical skill 
building for children and for 
seniors.seniors.

• Picnic Grove
– A cluster of seating choices 

located near the human sundial.
– Fixed and movable seatingg

options available in a variety of 
materials.

17



Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Natural Play Scape

a natural amenity to make the– a natural amenity to make the
park accessible to children, 
families, and senior citizens 
without compromising the 
park’s exceptional natural 
features.

– Elements of the natural play 
scape could include:scape could include:

• child-friendly landscaping such as 
weeping trees under which 
children could play;

• hollow logs to climb through;• hollow logs to climb through;
• tree stumps of varying heights to 

jump on;
• informal fairy gardens to spark 

imaginations;imaginations;
• earthen mounds to roll down; and
• Sand Pits

18



Design Element OptionsDesign Element Options
• Amenities:

A bike rack recycling receptacles and/or– A bike rack, recycling receptacles and/or
trashcan dog waste stations, benches, 
checkerboard tables, bulletin board, retaining 
walls with seating.

• Landscape features: 
– Use native plants when possible, but also non-

natives when these plants will be more suitable 
for the landscaping goals of the park. One of the 
landscaping goals is to have a plethora of 
flowers. Another is to use plants that discourage 
deer.  There are lots of deer in the nearby woods.

– Label the plants for educational and historical 
purposes.

19



Implementation PhasingImplementation Phasing
• Likely that developments of the park will be done in phases.

E l h ld i l d• Early phases could include:
– Screening and Buffering
– Preservation, contouring, and enhancement of northwest section of the park 

and the adjacent Azalea Hillj
– Installation of Basic Amenities
– Pedestrian Paths
– Lighting

G id d i– Guided Entry Points
• Later phases could include other features or elements, such as:

– Preservation and enhancement of Shaded Birch Grove
– Water FeatureWater Feature
– Human Sundial
– Meditation Maze
– Natural Play Scape

20



Uses for the ParkUses for the Park
• The park will be used by many people as a place to meet, play, relax, exercise, eat, 

and meditate.
• Uses:

– Walking
– Picnickingg
– Playing games
– Using the sundial
– Using the natural play scapeg p y p
– Reading
– Commuting
– Running through the water featureg g
– Walking the dog
– Throwing the Frisbee
– Sleddingg
– Office workers picking up sandwiches and eating in the park
– WiFi Access. 21



Name of ParkName of Park

• Committee and Park staff considering a newCommittee and Park staff considering a new
name for the park as part of Concept Plan 
process.p

• Possible ideas to include in a new name:
– Grove
– Village
– Green
– Garden
– Other ideas?

22



Next StepsNext Steps
• Throughout this process, the Committee will be collaborating with Park staff as 

to the design staging and priorities of the parkto the design, staging and priorities of the park.
• Park staff will prepare a draft Concept Plan and Phasing/Implementation Plan 

based on all comments received from the community, Committee, Village 
Board, and Park staff to date (currently underway).
Th D f C Pl d Ph i /I l i Pl ill b i d b• The Draft Concept Plan and Phasing/Implementation Plan will be reviewed by
the Committee, the Board of Managers, and then at another public session to 
get additional input from the broader community.

• The Draft Concept Plan will then be revised and presented to the Montgomery 
C l i d f i d lCounty Planning Board for review and approval.

• Once approved, the Concept Plan will be in the queue for Facility Planning 
(detailed design) and Construction funding through the County Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP).

• The Park Concept is likely to be executed in stages due to budget constraints
• If CCV contributes funds toward final design and implementation, that may 

raise the priority for the park in the CIP.

23



E x h i b i t  B P a g e | 188

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

Appendix D - Developing a Vision, Public Meeting #2, June 18, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
 

Developing a Vision 
Public Meeting #2 

June 18, 2012 
 



E x h i b i t  B P a g e | 189

  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This page intentionally left blank)  



Park Planning & Stewardship Division
Park & Trail Planning Section and Legacy Open Space Program

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park - Developing a VisionChevy Chase Open Space Urban Park Developing a Vision

M NCPPC, Department of Parks, Montgomery County

Brenda Sandberg & Rachel Newhouse

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP

Brenda Sandberg & Rachel Newhouse
Senior Staff Briefing

June 6, 2012



AgendaAgenda
• Background
• Concept Planning ProcessConcept Planning Process

• Identify Opportunities and Constraints

• Collaborate to Create Vision for Park

C C Pl• Create Concept Plan

• Describe Site Amenities with Performance
Standards

S t P th f I l t ti• Set Path for Implementation

• Moving Forward
• Next Steps

• Partnership Ideas

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

2



Locator Map

Chevy Chase Open Space
Urban Park

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

3
Montgomery County, MD



Vicinity Context

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Description

Two acre former single family home site with part

Site Description

Two acre former single family home site with part
time landscape business retail use

Located within Chevy Chase Village and adjacent to
Friendship Heights CBDp g

Park bounded by Grove Street, Western Avenue,
Chevy Chase Land Company, and Church of Latter Day
Saints

Western Avenue ROW is within District of Columbia

Park is close to Grove Street houses

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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BackgroundBackground
2001

Identified as an Urban Open Space resource in the Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan
Recommendation to acquire as parkland

2002
Legacy Open Space Program acquisition as Urban Open Space

Partnership with Chevy Chase Village based on inter governmental Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

2007
Department of Parks assumes responsibility for property

2009
Buildings and driveway demolished by Park crewsBuildings and driveway demolished by Park crews

2011
Initial site clean up conducted; Trash cans, security gate across driveway installed

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

6



BackgroundBackground
Intergovernmental MOU

2002 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) among Montgomery
County, M NCPPC, and Chevy Chase Village

Expresses intent of three parties to cooperate in operation and
maintenance of Park

Chevy Chase Village contributed 25% of acquisition cost ($1.25M)

Commission will operate/maintain park (per 1972 agreement with County)

Village shall provide municipal services (police, trash removal, etc.)

Commission & Village will “jointly prepare a management plan” in
accordance with Legacy goals for the park

Management Plan (now the Concept Plan) may be amended with mutual
agreement from Commission & Chevy Chase Village

2011 MOU Amendment: Chevy Chase Village contributed 50% of
demolition cost ($39K)

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Background: Park ManagementBackground: Park Management  
Significant Horticultural Cleanup

Cleanup goals
Improve visibility and safety in the park
Remove undesirable and invasive plant species per
Park policy
Remove dead, dying and hazardous trees and tree
l blimbs

Summer 2011 accomplishments
Removed 27 dead, dying and hazardous trees, plus
over 150 invasive bushes
Coordinated with adjacent Properties to remove
their DD&H trees (10 trees plus NNI shrubs)
Pruned, mulched to preserve remaining plants
(120 trees, many shrubs)

Remaining cleanup
Continue NNI control, debris removal
Remove remaining hazardous trees (11 12)

l f b

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Request removal of two street trees by DC



Concept Plan Outreach and Development Process
Site Analysis and Outreach Strategy developed – Spring 2011

Site Analysis/Outreach Strategy review with Chevy Chase Village Board of Managers, other

Concept Plan Outreach and Development Process

community groups – April 2011

Presentation to Parks Senior Management Team – May 2011

Community Meeting in partnership with Chevy Chase Village – June 2011

Park Concept Developed and Reviewed – August 2011 January 2012:

Multiple site visits with Chevy Chase Village Citizens Liaison Committee and neighboring property owners
Multiple PDCO team meetings and site visits

PDCO and PD planning meetings – February 2012

Parks Senior Management Briefing – TODAY

Second Community Meeting

Presentation to CCV Board of Managers for approval

Presentation to Planning Board for approval

Move forward with Implementation Strategy

NEXT STEPS

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

9



Site Analysis/Outreach ResultsSite Analysis/Outreach Results
Opportunities and Assets

A beautiful green space in a highly urban area with
healthy landscape plant specimens and trees
Highly accessible by METRO, bus, walking, biking, or
public parking lots
Within walking distance from single family and highWithin walking distance from single family and high
rise residential areas, offices, retail stores and
restaurants
Relatively flat terrain that is suitable for a variety of
activitiesactivities
An active and interested partner in Chevy Chase
Village

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Analysis/Outreach Results
Site Constraints

Multiple Stakeholders with

Site Analysis/Outreach Results

potentially varied interests
Site Compatibility with
varied, close surrounding
land uses

Add CRZ analysis
land uses
Relatively flat site with only
minor grade changes
Mature trees with large
Critical Root Zones delineate
areas to protect from major
disturbance

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Analysis/Outreach ResultsSite Analysis/Outreach Results

Implementation Issues
Stiff titi f li it d CIP f dStiff competition for limited CIP funds
Severe constraints on maintenance funding limits
design choices unless additional funding sources
found
Potential for continued Financial and In Kind
Partnership(s) to develop and maintain park:

Chevy Chase Village
A future Friends groupg p
A local garden club

Ongoing partnership example: Chevy Chase
Village approved $12K in FY13 for Park for either
site improvements or planning/design worksite improvements or planning/design work

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Vision for the Park (CCV Committee)Vision for the Park (CCV Committee)

The Concept Plan envisions a park that:

Provides a nature based, green space park, a unique resource in the
surrounding area and consistent with the purpose of the Legacy Open Space
plan
Offers the public a respite from the stresses of urban life through enjoymentOffers the public a respite from the stresses of urban life through enjoyment
of a tranquil, garden like open space
Enhances the beauty of the natural contours of the land and existing garden
plantings
I ti it b t th B l t T il d i ti id lk tIncreases connectivity between the Belmont Trail and existing sidewalks to
encourage walking, biking, and the use of public transportation
Offers a range of amenities to maximize usage by attracting office workers,
commuters and neighbors from the high rises and single family homes
Appeals to the many generations that live and work in the surrounding area,
being friendly to children and teens, adults, and seniors

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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The Concept
• Preserves and

enhances the
existing Garden

h• Locates the
community
requested site
amenitiesamenities

• Main pedestrian
walkway

• Natural play areaNatural play area
• Seating and picnic

plaza
• Informal

community
gathering space

• Garden entrances

• Describes a design

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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• Describes a design
aesthetic



The ConceptThe Concept
Preserves and Enhances
the Existing Gardeng

• Numerous specimen
trees and shrubs

• Vegetated buffers along
Insert photos of garden areas

park edges

• Azalea Hill

• Large lawn

• Grassy slope

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Landscape Plantings and Great Lawn
Performance standardsPerformance standards

Preserve and improve garden feel of park while
preserving large open lawn area for un
programmed play

Anchor plantings (trees, large shrubs) to be planted
first after further design stages completed

Use native and appropriate non native plants
suitable to the landscape goals for each area

Provide long season of interest through variety of
blooming plants

Require relatively low maintenance over time with
a focus on perennial plantsa focus on perennial plants

Installed in stages for priority landscape areas:
• Eastern Park Edge Buffer
• Western Park Edge Buffer
• Azalea Hill

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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a ea
• Woodland Walk Entryway

Western Park Edge Buffer



Site Amenities (Program of 
Requirements)Requirements)

Main Pedestrian Walkway thru
parkp

Performance standards

Provides primary pedestrian connection
from neighborhood to Friendship Heights
M d d l dMetro and developed core

Hard surface, easy to walk on and ADA
accessible

Lighting provided at nightg g p o ded a g

Similar to walkway through adjacent buffer
park

Located away from specimen tree critical
troot zones

Able to withstand maintenance vehicle
traffic

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

17 Existing buffer park walkway



Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Woodland Walkway along
the edgeg

Performance standards

Connects Belmont Trail with
main pedestrian walkway

Easy surface to walk on

Woodsy feeling with new
plantings

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Natural Play Area
Performance standardsPerformance standards

Located on edge of park near the grandfather
tree and adjacent church

Made of natural materials such as logs, sand,

Sand pit and diggers

stones, plants, boulders

Includes elements for physical development
such as playhouses, mazes, sand pits

Includes playful elements such as carved tree Natural building blocksIncludes playful elements such as carved tree
faces or animal sculptures within the space
and marking the entrances to the play area

Contained so that users protected from busy
street (Western Avenue)

Natural building blocks

street (Western Avenue)

Provides comfortable seating for parents and
grandparents

Promotes play and learning from plants and Climbing log

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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nature
g g

animals

Making music
Images from the new Natural Exploration Area at the Locust Grove Nature Center



Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Seating and Picnic Plaza
Performance standardsPerformance standards

Located near main entrance to park and
pedestrian paths for visibility and easy access
from urban core

Provide comfortable and moveable tables and
chairs to allow for flexible group gatherings

Have a hard but permeable surface for
furnishings

Provide electricity for small music
performances

Provide Wi Fi access

Be buffered from noise of Western Avenue
while not creating noise issues for Grove
Street residences

Include places to put trash and recyclables Moveable tables and chairs

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Provide shady and sunny spots in which to sit

Feel very garden like and intimate



Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Lighting for the Park
Performance standardsPerformance standards

Provide lighting along main pedestrian
path to address commuter safety during
dark hours

Use energy efficient lighting such as solar
powered systems

Have minimal visual impact on park

Be integrated into the natural gardenBe integrated into the natural garden
features and amenities

Provide the minimum necessary lighting
for safety while not being intrusive to
Grove Street residencesGrove Street residences

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Amenities (Program of 
Requirements)Requirements)

Fence along Western Avenue
Performance standardsPerformance standards

Provide a 3' tall fence along the Western
Avenue edge from the Main Entrance Gate to
the northeast

Be integrated into the garden theme to have a
unified aesthetic for all park amenities

Be substantial enough to prevent young
children from accidentally entering the

f h l lroadway from the Natural Play Area or Great
Lawn

Be transparent enough to maintain good
visibility into the park, such as with wrought
i f iiron fencing

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Site Furnishings: Benches, Water
Fountains, Signage, Trashg g
Receptacles, Bike Racks, Kiosk

Performance standards

Be integrated into the garden theme to have ag g
unified aesthetic

Match amenities in Belmont Trail buffer area,
as possible

S ti h ld b f t bl d tt tiSeating should be comfortable and attractive

Water fountains should be energy efficient
and allow for dog use

Park Signage should provide the necessaryg g p y
information about park security numbers and
maintenance numbers

Kiosk(s) should allow space for posting
community events and activities

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Amenities in Belmont Trail Buffer Area



Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Main Entry Gate
Performance standards

Located at current driveway entrance on
Western Avenue

Allow for pedestrians to enter when
closed and when opened allow forclosed and when opened allow for
maintenance vehicles to enter

Be integrated into the garden theme and
use similar materials to attain a unified
aestheticaesthetic

Be a focal feature for the park and
possibly include the name of the park in
the design

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Amenities (Program of Requirements)Site Amenities (Program of Requirements) 

Secondary Entry Waysy y y
Performance standards

Located at main pedestrian walkway
entrances to park, plus at entry near
B l T ilBelmont Trail

Integrated into the garden theme and use
similar materials to attain a unified
aesthetic

Be a focal feature for the park

Use standard “brown & white” park signs
at one or more of these entry points

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Potential Site Amenities  
(Optional P O R )(Optional P.O.R.)

Water features
Performance standardsPerformance standards

Be an informal or low water feature,
integrated into the garden theme

Be open to active play

Be a cooling feature in the summer and
be attractive when not on in the winter

Be a noise buffer from the traffic on
Western AvenueWestern Avenue

Be part of a sustainable system that
circulates the water and captures rain
water

Opportunity for installation and
maintenance by a private partner

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Potential Site Amenities  
(Optional P O R )(Optional P.O.R.)

Sculptural or Enhanced Garden
features

Performance standards

Be integrated into the garden theme

Be open to active play and provideBe open to active play and provide
tranquil space for enjoyment

Inspire playful imagination

Sculptural options include:
d l• Human Sundial

• Meditation Maze

Enhanced Garden options include:
• High maintenance annual beds

i h i d l i• High maintenance garden plantings

Opportunity for installation and
maintenance by a private partner

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Next Steps: Interim Improvement Planp p
Goals of Interim Improvement Plan

Since Park already in use, quickly provide low cost improvements to create safe, usable park between now
and ultimate build outa d u a e bu d ou

Coordinated with Concept Plan to ensure long term compatibility

Ideally implemented in coming 12 months (Summer 2012 Spring 2013)

Projects to includeProjects to include

Install Park Signage

Coordinate with CC Land Company on installation of property fence

Install trash cans of preferred design at preferred locationsInstall trash cans of preferred design at preferred locations

Relocate outlying azaleas to Azalea Hill and potentially add new azaleas

Remove concrete walkway to former house

Install temporary low level solar lighting along alignment of Main Pedestrian WalkwayInstall temporary low level solar lighting along alignment of Main Pedestrian Walkway

Interim Landscape Improvements to include:
»Remove remaining debris
»Continue NNI control across site
»Mulch under trees

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

28

»Mulch under trees

When 35% design complete, start installing anchor plantings along priority landscape areas



Next Steps: How to Move Forward?p
Approval of Concept Plan and Implementation Strategy

Second Community Meeting

P i CCV B d f M f lPresentation to CCV Board of Managers for approval

Presentation to Planning Board for approval

Move forward with Implementation Strategy
Option 1

Traditional Facility Plan through 35%

Seek funds from CIP and partner(s) for final design, construction, and operation

Pros: Provides engineering and cost estimates to give level of confidence to moving forward with finalPros: Provides engineering and cost estimates to give level of confidence to moving forward with final
design/construction for hardscape and utilities (water, electricity)

Cons: Facility Plan for entire park could be more lengthy process than separate phases

Option 2
Split Concept Plan into discrete phases based on community priorities, then pursue final design and
construction (through CIP and partners) for each phase of the park

Pros:
»Provides smaller phases and projects that could be addressed through existing or new partnerships

C ld d i l t ti ff t f i it j t ithi th k

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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»Could speed implementation efforts for priority project within the park

Cons: Would not provide overall plan for park to ensure each phase is compatible with the rest, especially
regarding utilities



Decisions for Senior ManagersDecisions for Senior Managers
Comment on and Approval of Concept Plan

Recommendation for appropriate process to implement Concept Plan

Questions?Questions?

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION    9500 Brunett Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
Office: 301-650-4370      Fax: 301-650-4379 

www.ParkPlanningandStewardship.org 

  

 MCPB  Item #      

       May 9, 2013 

MEMORANDUM 
 

April 30, 2013 

TO: Montgomery County Planning Board 

VIA: Mary Bradford, Director of Parks 
Mike Riley, Deputy Director of Parks 
John E. Hench, Ph.D., Chief, Park Planning & Stewardship Division 

FROM: Brenda Sandberg, Legacy Open Space Manager, Park Planning & Stewardship Division 
 Rachel Newhouse, Planner Coordinator, Park Planning & Stewardship Division 

 
 
Subject: Chevy Chase Open Space Concept Plan Briefing & Discussion 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff Recommendation   
Presentation of the Concept Plan for Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park, developed in partnership 
with Chevy Chase Village, and discussion of the proposed implementation strategy to create this green 
open space park.  The briefing will be conducted by Park Planning and Stewardship staff, with 
representatives of Park Development, Southern Region, and Chevy Chase Village joining for discussion of 
the future implementation of the Concept Plan.   

 
Briefing and Discussion Goals 
� Update current Planning Board members on this park’s 

unique background, including Acquisition, Site Cleanup & 
Interim Improvements, all completed in partnership with 
Chevy Chase Village 

� Present Board with Concept Plan and Program of 
Requirements  

� Discuss and Receive Board Guidance on Proposed  
Implementation Strategy 

o Phased Implementation Strategy 
o Partner-Funded Facility Plan 
o Coordinated Funding Requests for Phased 

Implementation with Partner 
 

 

Chevy Chase 
Open Space  
Urban Park 

 

 

 



Montgomery County Parks - Park Planning and Stewardship Division 
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Background   
Chevy Chase Open Space was acquired as an Urban Open Space through the Legacy Open Space 
program in 2001.  The two-acre single family home site, located adjacent to Friendship Heights CBD and 
within the limits of Chevy Chase Village, was acquired in partnership with Chevy Chase Village (“the 
Village”).  The significant contribution of the Village towards the acquisition ($1.25 Million, or 25%) 
created a unique park partnership with a municipality, as described in a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) completed at the time.   
 
The Department of Parks took control of the property in late 2007 after cessation of a life estate.  Since 
that time, the house and associated structures have been demolished, the site has been analyzed from a 
park design and CPTED perspective, and large amounts of unsafe and non-native invasive vegetation 
have been removed.   The MOU with the Village was amended at the time of demolition, through which 
the Village continued to support this park by reimbursing the Commission for 50% of the demolition 
costs ($39 thousand).   

In 2011, a Concept Plan process was undertaken to create a “Vision” for the park, a Concept Plan, and a 
Program of Requirements (P.O.R.) necessary to move forward with future Facility Planning.  A liaison 
committee was created by Chevy Chase Village to work hand-in-hand with the Department of Parks, and 
an internal PDCO Team was established.  During 2011 to 2012, multiple site visits, internal coordination 
meetings, and public meetings were held to develop the Concept Plan.  The Concept Plan being 
presented to you today has been approved by the Board of Managers of Chevy Chase Village and the 
Director of Parks as guidance for moving forward with future development of the Park.   

Following approval of the Concept Plan by the Director of Parks and the Chevy Chase Village Board of 
Managers, a list of quick, low-cost improvements was created that were compatible with the Concept 
Plan.  These interim improvements were implemented over the Fall 2012 – Spring 2013 to create a safe, 
usable park in the interim until further development can be pursued.  Projects included wood chip 
paths, remaining debris cleanup, interim landscaping improvements, and signage. 

 
Vision for the Park 
The first step in the Concept Plan process was to work with the community and staff to create a vision 
for the park.  As written by the Village Liaison Committee, the Concept Plan envisions a park that:  

� Provides a nature-based, green space park, a unique resource in the surrounding area and 
consistent with the purpose of the Legacy Open Space plan 

� Offers the public a respite from the stresses of urban life through enjoyment of a tranquil, 
garden-like open space  

� Enhances the beauty of the natural contours of the land and existing garden plantings  

� Increases connectivity between the Belmont Trail and existing sidewalks to encourage walking, 
biking, and the use of public transportation 

� Offers a range of amenities to maximize usage by attracting office workers, commuters and 
neighbors from the high rises and single family homes  

� Appeals to the many generations that live and work in the surrounding area, being friendly to 
children and teens, adults, and seniors  
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Summary of Program of Requirements 
This summary of the Program of Requirements will be explained in more detail during today’s 
presentation.  Analysis of the site during the Concept Plan process included consideration of CPTED, ADA 
compatibility, tree protection, and other park design guidelines, but complete evaluation of the proposal 
against those guidelines/regulations will be completed at later design stages.   

� Main Pedestrian Walkway and Woodland Walkway – Provide main hard-surface connections 
through park   

� Lighting Along Walkways – Provide safety for commuters during dark hours 

� Informal Gathering Space – Retain natural slope for seating and play 

� Azalea Hill – Preserve and enhance existing garden of azaleas and shade trees   

� Great Lawn – Preserve large open area for un-programmed play (Community Open Space) 

� Natural Play Area – Support creative play through area with all natural materials  

� Birch Grove – Preserve as quiet buffer between Park and Western Avenue 

� Seating/Picnic Plaza – Provide area with moveable furnishings for meals and meetings, and Wi-
Fi for mobile device usage 

� Park Entrances (from Belmont Buffer, Grove Street, Western Avenue, and Main Entrance) –   
Support design aesthetic through entry designs with features such as gardens, plantings, stone 
pillars, gates 

� Western and Eastern Edge Planting Buffers – Create broken screening along urban and church 
sides of park, using variety of plant materials   

� Birdhouse Garden – Create garden around existing birdhouse; potential location for optional 
amenities 

� Western Avenue Fence – Provide a transparent fence to prevent accidental entry into Western 
Avenue from the play areas while preserving visibility into/out of park 

� Optional Amenities:  Sculptural or Enhanced Garden Features – Consider adding sculptures or 
elaborate gardens through partner or private funding for installation and maintenance  

� Optional Amenities:  Water Features – Consider adding a water feature that integrates with the 
garden theme through partner or private funding for installation and maintenance 

 

The Concept Plan is attached to this Memorandum.       
 
 
 
Attachment:  Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park, Concept Plan, April 2013 
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cc: Bill Tyler, Chief, Southern Region  
 Steve Chandlee, Southern Region 
 Mohammed Turay, Southern Region 
 Kevin Hagberg, Southern Region 
 Mitra Pedoeem, Chief, Park Development 

Linda Komes, Park Development 
 Tricia McManus, Park Development  
 David Vismara, Chief, Horticulture, Forestry & Environmental Education 

Phil Normandy, Horticulture, Forestry & Environmental Education  
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Locator Map
Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

Chevy ChaseChevy Chase 
Open Space
Urban Park
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Briefing Goals

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

g
Update Current Board on Unique Park Background: Acquisition, Site Cleanup & Interim
Improvements through Partnership
Present Board with Concept Plan and Program of Requirements
Discuss and Receive Board Guidance on Proposed Implementation Strategy

Phased Implementation Strategy
Chevy Chase Village Funded Facility Plan
Coordinated Funding Requests for Phased Implementation with Village

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Vicinity Context
Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

ill d kWillard Ave Park

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Description

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

p
Two acre former single family home site with
history of part time nursery sales
Located within Chevy Chase Village and adjacent
to Friendship Heights CBD
Park bounded by Grove Street, Western Avenue,
Chevy Chase Center, and Church of Latter Day
S iSaints
Western Avenue ROW is within District of
Columbia
P k i l G S hPark is close to Grove Street houses

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

5



Park Creation Process

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

Completed Efforts

Acquisition

Site Cleanup
CIP Design /
Construction

Concept Plan
(POR) Facility Plan

Future Implementation
Interim

Improvements

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Improvements



Acquisition 2001-2007

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

q
2001 Identified in Legacy Open Space Functional Master Plan

Urban Open Space Resource
Recommendation to acquire as parkland

2002 Acquired in partnership with Chevy Chase Village via Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)

Expresses intent of three parties (Montgomery County M NCPPC and Chevy Chase Village) toExpresses intent of three parties (Montgomery County, M NCPPC, and Chevy Chase Village) to
cooperate in operation and maintenance of Park
Chevy Chase Village contributed 25% of acquisition cost ($1.25M)
Commission will operate/maintain park (per 1972 agreement with County)
Village will provide municipal services (police, trash removal, etc.)
Commission & Village will “jointly prepare a management plan” in accordance with Legacy goals
“Management Plan” may be amended with mutual agreement from Commission & Chevy Chase
VillageVillage

2007 Parks assumed responsibility for property

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Cleanup 2008-2011

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

Beforep
2008 2009 Buildings & driveway
demolished

MOU Amendment (2011): Chevy Chase
Village contributed 50% of demolition
cost ($39K)

2010 Detailed site survey completed
2011 Si ifi t V t ti Cl2011 Significant Vegetation Cleanup

Goal: Improve visibility and safety in the
park through removal of invasive and
dead, dying and hazardous plants
Removed 27 dead, dying and hazardous
trees, plus hundreds of invasive bushes
Coordinated with adjacent properties to
do similar removals After
Pruned, mulched to preserve remaining
plants (120 trees, many shrubs)

After

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Site Cleanup 2008-2011

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

Before
p

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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After



Concept Plan Development 
2011-2012

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

2011
Established CCV Open Space
Committee and PDCO Team

2011 2012
Outreach to greater community
M l i l b i fi fi ld i iMultiple briefings, field visits,
public meetings and internal
coordination

2012
Approved by Parks Senior
Management
Approved by CCV Board of
Managers

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Interim Improvements
2012-2013

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

2012 2013 Goal
Provide quick, low cost improvements compatible with
Concept Plan to create safe, usable park now

Sample Projects
Install a temporary surface and low level solar lighting
along alignment of Main Walkway
Install Park signage, kiosk, & preferred design trash
cans
Remove remaining debris, including concrete walkway
to former house
Interim Landscape Improvements

Continue NNI control across site
R l t t i l t t A l HillRelocate certain plants to Azalea Hill
Install anchor plantings along priority landscape areas,
Mulch under all trees

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Interim Improvements
2012-2013

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

Accomplishments through April 2013
Trash cans ordered by Chevy Chase Village
Azaleas relocated to Azalea HillAzaleas relocated to Azalea Hill
Concrete walkway & debris removed
Temporary wood chip paths installed
Landscape improvements completedLandscape improvements completed

Stumps, NNIs and undesirable plants removed
31 new trees planted on site
Donated shrubs installed
Beds edged and mulched

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Concept Plan: Site Analysis

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

p y
Opportunities

A beautiful green space in a highly urban area
Healthy landscape plant specimens and trees
Highly accessible by all modes of transport
Walking distance from single family and high rise
residential areas, offices, churches, retail stores and
restaurants
Flat terrain suitable for a variety of activities

Constraints
Mature trees with large Critical Root Zones to avoid

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Vision for the Park

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

The Concept Plan envisions a park that
Provides a nature based, green space park, a unique
resource in the surrounding area and consistent with the
purpose of the Legacy Open Space planpurpose of the Legacy Open Space plan
Offers the public a respite from the stresses of urban life
through enjoyment of a tranquil, garden like open space
Enhances the beauty of the natural contours of the land
and existing garden plantings
Increases connectivity between the Belmont Path and
existing sidewalks to encourage walking, biking, and the
use of public transportation
Offers a range of amenities to maximize usage by
attracting office workers, churchgoers, commuters and
neighbors from the high rises and single family homes
Appeals to the many generations that live and work in theAppeals to the many generations that live and work in the
surrounding area, being friendly to children and teens,
adults, and seniors

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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The Concept Plan
Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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The Concept Plan
Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Program of 
Requirements (POR)

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

q ( )
Main Pedestrian Walkway

Provides primary pedestrian connection
from neighborhood to Friendship Heights
Metro and developed coreMetro and developed core
Hard surface, easy to walk on and ADA
accessible

Woodland WalkwayWoodland Walkway
Connects Belmont Buffer Path with Main
Pedestrian Walkway
Hard surface, easy to walk on, ADA
accessible but distinguish from mainaccessible, but distinguish from main
walkway through width, color, materials

Lighting along Walkways
Provides commuter safety during dark
hours
Integrated into the natural garden
features with minimal visual impact
Provide enough lighting for safety while

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Provide enough lighting for safety while
not being intrusive to Grove Street
residences



Program of 
Requirements (POR)

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

q ( )
Belmont Buffer Entrance

Woodland Walkway entrance to
Park from Belmont Buffer
C i dl d lkiCreate quiet woodland walking
experience with trees and
gardens

Informal Gathering SpaceInformal Gathering Space
Natural slopes for seating and
play area

Western Edge Planting Buffer
Use variety of plant materials to
provide long season of interest
with low maintenance
Use plants with a variety of
heights and textures to create
broken screen of fence and
urban viewscape

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Program of 
Requirements (POR)

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

q ( )
Grove Street Entrance

Main Pedestrian Walkway
entrance to park from Village
C id f hConsider entrance features such
as park signs, stone pillars,
arched plantings

Azalea HillAzalea Hill
Preserve existing dense area of
azaleas and shade trees
Enhance through additional
flowering shrubs and treesflowering shrubs and trees

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Program of 
Requirements (POR)

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

q ( )
Great Lawn

Preserve large open lawn area
for un programmed play

l ibl ill hFlexible space will change over
time

Natural Play Area
Made of materials such as logs,Made of materials such as logs,
sand, stones, plants, boulders

Eastern Edge Planting Buffer
Use variety of plant materials to
provide long season of interest
with low maintenance
Use plants with a variety of
heights and textures to create
broken screen along border with
Church

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Program of 
Requirements (POR)

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

q ( )
Birch Grove

Shady grove between existing rows of
birches and evergreens

l f hNatural surface entrance path to
Natural Play Area
Serves as buffer to traffic on Western
Avenue

Western Avenue Fence
Provide a 3' tall fence with good
visibility along entire Western Ave edge
Serves to prevent children fromServes to prevent children from
entering roadway from play area

Main Entrance Gate
For pedestrians all the time andp
maintenance vehicles when open
Integrate into garden theme and
overall design aesthetic, consider
including park name in design

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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including park name in design



Program of Requirements

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

g q
Western Avenue Entrance

Major pedestrian entrance/exit closest
to Metro and commercial core

f ill i dEntrance features to illuminate garden
theme such as natural stone or arched
plantings

Seating/Picnic PlazaSeating/Picnic Plaza
Located for visibility and easy access
from urban core
Intimate, garden feel, but hard enough
surface for movable furnishingssurface for movable furnishings
Electricity for small events and Wi Fi
access for all

Birdhouse Garden
Establish a garden and focal point
around the existing birdhouse
Potential location for one or more
optional POR items, such as complex

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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optional POR items, such as complex
or higher maintenance plantings



Optional POR – Partner Funded

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

p
Sculptural or Enhanced Garden features

Integrated into the garden theme
Open to active, imaginative play and providep , g p y p
tranquil space for enjoyment
Sculptural options

Human Sundial
Meditation MazeMeditation Maze

Enhanced Garden options
High maintenance annual beds
High maintenance garden plantings

Water Feature
Informal or low water feature, integrated into
the garden theme and open to active play
Cooling feature in the summer and attractive
when not on in the winter
Noise buffer from the traffic on Western Avenue
Partner funded for installation and operating

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Partner funded for installation and operating
expenses



Implementation Strategy

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

p gy
Next Steps
1. Take Concept Plan through Facility Plan with cost estimates ASAP
2. Split Concept Plan into discrete phases based on community priorities for site amenities2. Split Concept Plan into discrete phases based on community priorities for site amenities

and Facility Plan cost estimates
3. Pursue final design and installation/construction for each phase as funds are available

through CIP and partners

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

24



Implementation Strategy

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

33

p gy
Proposed Phasing Priorities
1) Install main pedestrian

walkway and woodland

11
22

walkway and woodland
walkway plus lighting and
other utilities

2) Natural play area and western
1155avenue fence

3) Detailed landscaping plans for
garden areas: Western Buffer

44
and Belmont Buffer Entrance,
Eastern Buffer, Azalea Hill

4) Seating and picnic plaza plus
i t tmain entrance gate

5) Optional amenities, such as
water feature, sundials, mazes,
or enhanced gardens

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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or enhanced gardens



Implementation Strategy

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

p gy
Chevy Chase Village has Current Funding for Facility Plan
Submit Coordinated Funding Proposals for Phased Construction
Start with FY15 FY16 Budget Request for Design and Construction for First PhaseStart with FY15 FY16 Budget Request for Design and Construction for First Phase

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Discussion

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park – Concept Plan

Planning Board and Chevy Chase Village Discussion Points
Phased Implementation Strategy
Chevy Chase Village Funded Facility PlanChevy Chase Village Funded Facility Plan
Coordinated Funding Requests for Phased Implementation with Village

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION
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Thank You!Thank You!
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Meeting Minutes July 31, 2013
Chevy Chase Village Urban Park AMT File No.113-339.001
Chevy Chase, MD Page 2

____A. MORTON THOMAS and Associates, Inc.

Concern that the lean-to under the black walnut tree might result in some allergic reaction from 
kids.  Asked that we look into the issue.  Could use the willow oak instead.

Discussion regarding the retaining wall material.  We showed the walls as wood; however there 
was concern about the longevity of the material.  Stone could be an option, which would provide 
more flexibility for the curvilinear lines we have shown.  We also discussed that with wood, we 
would be able to add little doors to the crevices in the wall to encourage kids to play with them 
(open and close the doors, put things in, take things out).  If the walls were stone, this wouldn’t 
be possible.

Michael noted that the Belmont Trail is concrete unit pavers and the Village does not really like 
them (the chamfered edges are the reason).

Entrance arbor discussion
o Liked the idea of the two arbors looking similar but not the same and liked the idea of an 

arched top
o Stone base with wood (cedar) trellis/arbor (vs. metal arbor) is the preference.
o Suggested looking at precedents of stone work in Chevy Chase; mentioned Brookfield 

Road at Newlands Road
o Liked the idea of embedding a stone panel with park name in the arbor wall
o Want to use stone for the cap material, not precast concrete
o Michael thinks vehicles could try to drive in that entrance because of the width of the 

arbor at Western Ave.  We will look at adding bollards to prevent vehicular access..

Discussion about the bench pad, asked that we make the wheel chair portion and the bench 
portion the same width instead of as we showed in the sketch (narrower at bench)

Woodland walk width should be 5’2” so we achieve the 5’ width required by ADA and minimize 
the need to cut brick (and instead of using narrower walk and providing landings every 200 feet).  
Setting bed for the bricks was decided to be mastic instead of mortar.

Confirmed no irrigation to be provided.

For reinforced turf, Park and Planning has   not had success with recycled plastic rings, but have 
with reinforcing mesh/fiber added to soil.

We reviewed the tree removals in the ROW along Western Avenue (mostly silver maples and a 
few Bradford pears that are in decline).  Michael wondered if we have a contact at DC Urban 
Forestry with whom we can discuss these proposed tree removals.

Also discussed the potential removal of two blue spruces by the proposed dining terrace
o Rachel noted that there might have been a connection between the two spruces by the 

proposed dining terrace and two spruces at the top of the hill.
o Concluded that we should try to save them, but if we found them to be in less than ideal 

condition or the grading couldn’t work to save them that it would be okay to remove one 
or both.

Note: The above meeting minutes are the interpretation of the writer.  If you feel any item requires 
correction or clarification, please notify the writer within 10 business days.



PHONE 301-881-2545    FAX 301-881-0814    E-MAIL amt1@amtengineering.com 
12750 TWINBROOK PARKWAY, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20852

MEETING MINUTES
From: Andy Streagle    August 6, 2013 

Project: Chevy Chase Village Urban Park
       
Meeting Date:  Meeting Location     
August 1, 2013 
11:00am-12:30pm  Parkside HQ     

       
Meeting Purpose:       
Discuss design 
     
Attendees:    
Linda Komes 
Meredith Wellington 
Bob Green 
Kim Paniati 
Mohammed Turay 
Marsha Lea 
Andy Streagle 

   

We reviewed an updated site plan, cross sections enlargement plans, pavement types, and elevations of 
alternatives for entrance arbors. 

MAIN WALK: 

Width at 8’ may not be enough for trucks as P & P experience suggests a wider surface is
required. We need information on the width of the wheel base and the width of the wheels to
further develop the cross section for the main walk. Community is reluctant to see the walk as
wide as 8’. It may be that the walk could be narrower with a band of reinforced turn on one side
of the walk to provide a wide enough stable driving surface. We again discussed the possibility
of having the truck with trailer park on Grove Street so maintenance vehicles don’t have to drive
into the park. We also suggested they approach the Church next door for permission to park the
maintenance vehicles in their parking lot. Meredith pointed out that she expects the church will
use the park for Sunday school etc. and might be amenable. Meredith will discuss these
options with the community, reviewing the trade offs with them. For the purposes of the SWM
plan we will calculate using an 8’ wide walk for the main walk.

We discussed maintenance vehicles entering and exiting at the Western Avenue entrance which
led to the conversation above. If maintenance vehicles cannot be parked on Grove Street and
cannot exit onto Grove Street we will need to provide a turn around. It could be created using
reinforced turf (using fabric reinforcing as opposed to rings).

Meredith explained that the community sees the nature play area as a very discrete and softly
defined area and believes the design presented is more complex and developed than they
want. She didn’t think a sand box was necessary. She didn’t believe an entrance to the play
area from Western Avenue was intended. She doesn’t believe the sundial will be part of the
first phase of construction nor does it need to include a water element given nearby water play
opportunities.



Meeting Minutes  August 1, 2013 
Chevy Chase Village Urban Park  AMT File No.113-339.001  
Chevy Chase, MD  Page 2

____A. MORTON THOMAS and Associates, Inc. 

We explained that the conceptual plan suggests the entrance to Western Ave. and included a
sand box. The sundial could be built later and the water feature could be as simple as misters
for use during hot weather.

TERRACE: 

Meredith questioned the adjustments we made to the location of the dining terrace. We
explained the rationale behind shifting north and rotating was to fit it into the slope and to
move it a little further away from the noise of Western Avenue, and also to locate it at the
junction of the two walkways so the connections between terrace and walk were easily made.

Meredith also wondered if the walk connect shown on the south side of the terrace, connecting
terrace to the eastern entrance on Western Avenue is necessary as it wasn’t on the concept
plan.

FOUNTAINS: 

Meredith pointed to the images in the Conceptual Plan booklet and explained that there is
interest in a stream that might start in the azalea garden and run under the walk and into the
low area/rain garden. We explained that it would need to cut across the slope and would
require the removal of several of the existing oak trees.

There is interest in having a water wall type fountain near the dining terrace to mask the noise
from Western Avenue.

SAND BOX: 

Bob Green thinks we can accommodate ADA requirements by providing a lift (hand holds and
proper elevation seat) to allow wheel chair users to gain access to the sand. He thinks the
inclusion of an elevated sand table is also a good idea but may not be necessary.

NEXT STEPS: 

Meredith will review our meeting discussion with other community members.

We will reconvene to review the site plan and our discussion with Rachel, Brenda and Michael
as early as possible next week.

We will create a quick sketch illustrating a nature play area reduced in scale in response to
Meredith’s concerns.

Given the project schedule we will advance the SWM approach assuming 8’ wide walks and the
nature play area as presented to date.

Note: The above meeting minutes are the interpretation of the writer. If you feel any item requires
correction or clarification, please notify the writer within 10 business days.
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From: Peterson, Kelly (DDOT) [mailto:kelly.peterson@dc.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2013 11:47 AM 
To: Smith, Aaron 
Cc: Osband, Greg 
Subject: RE: DDOT follow-up on Western Ave project 

Dear Aaron,
Thanks for sharing the draft plans.

Any work you propose in DDOT’s public space will require a permit, which you can apply for online at the DDOT TOPS
Online Permitting system.

As you are planning, please refer to the following DDOT documents which outline requirements and regulations for all
work in DC public space:
DDOT Design and Engineering Manual
DDOT Public Realm Design Manual

Please refer to DDOT’s most recent area planning study, which included Western Avenue:
DDOT Rock Creek West 2 Livability Study

Any queries or analysis regarding existing trees/tree health in DC right of way should be directed to DDOT Urban
Forester for Ward 3:
Vera Ertem, munevver.ertem@dc.gov, 202.671.5133

If you have questions regarding public space or permitting please contact PSRA at 202 442 4670 for further information.
Thanks,
Kelly

Kelly Peterson | Transportation Planner
Policy, Planning & Sustainability Administration | District Department of Transportation
55 M Street, SE, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20003
tel: 202.671.4573| fax: 202.671.0617 |
www.ddot.dc.gov

d. Serving with Integrity and Excellence

From: Smith, Aaron [mailto:ASMITH@amtengineering.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 6:29 PM 
To: Peterson, Kelly (DDOT) 
Cc: Osband, Greg 
Subject: RE: DDOT follow-up on Western Ave project 



2

Kelly –

Thank you for following up. I have attached some information for your review.

As I stated in my email, we are completing a feasibility study for M NCPPC for a small public park between Grove Street
(in MD) and Western Avenue (in DC). The project includes the construction of new concrete walks and small gathering
spaces in what is now an open green space. The proposed improvements in public space along Western Avenue include
a new pedestrian walk connecting to the existing sidewalk, an arbor “gateway”, a new fence, a new sign, new pavement
and reinforced turf adjacent to an existing curb cut for maintenance access, and removal of some trees due to health
concerns.

I will give you a call tomorrow afternoon to discuss. Thank you.

Aaron Smith, P.E. 
Associate
____________________________________________
A. Morton Thomas & Associates, Inc.
12750 Twinbrook Parkway 
Rockville, MD 20852  
Phone: 301-881-2545 ¦ Fax: 301-881-0814 ¦ Cell: 301-806-7082 
www.amtengineering.com

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

From: Peterson, Kelly (DDOT) [mailto:kelly.peterson@dc.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 3:27 PM 
To: Smith, Aaron 
Subject: DDOT follow-up on Western Ave project 

Dear Aaron,
Just called you back, but you were already in a meeting. I will be available tomorrow between 11 and 4pm if you’d like to
chat. If easier to email, you now have my contact information.

Thanks,
Kelly

Kelly Peterson | Transportation Planner
Policy, Planning & Sustainability Administration | District Department of Transportation
55 M Street, SE, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20003
tel: 202.671.4573| fax: 202.671.0617 |
www.ddot.dc.gov

d. Serving with Integrity and Excellence

March with the DC delegation and join the pre March rally for DC rights at the August 24th 50th Anniversary
of the March on Washington. Check out marchondc50.dc.gov for full event details.
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Osband, Greg

From: Smith, Aaron
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2013 2:33 PM
To: Osband, Greg
Cc: Jerrick, Stephen
Subject: CCV - SWM

Categories: - Yellow Flag

Greg –

I spoke to Dave Kuykendall with DPS today. We discussed the project based on the conceptual plans that were
provided. Assuming we can provide computations that support the design we have proposed, he has no objection to
the stormwater management concept as currently shown

Aaron Smith, P.E. 
Associate
____________________________________________
A. Morton Thomas & Associates, Inc. 
12750 Twinbrook Parkway 
Rockville, MD 20852  
Phone: 301-881-2545 ¦ Fax: 301-881-0814 ¦ Cell: 301-806-7082
www.amtengineering.com

An ENR Top 500 Firm and CE News, Best Firm to Work For  
Join us on Facebook | Twitter

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

This electronic data is copyrighted and confidential material that is provided to the recipient for 
coordination of its work efforts with AMT.  It shall not be copied or provided to any other parties 
for any use.  This data is subject to change at the discretion of AMT and it is the responsibility of 
the recipient to request periodic updates.  AMT assumes no responsibility for data generated from 
this file that is not illustrated on the signed and sealed record documents.  This message and any 
attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain information that is 
privileged and confidential.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify the 
sender immediately and delete the message and any attachments from your system. 
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1 of 5 
 

Effective: January 26, 2010

8787 Georgia Avenue Phone  301.495.4540 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760     www.montgomeryplanning.org/environment                            Fax 301.495.1303 

NRI/FSD (Natural Resources Inventory / Forest Stand Delineation) and
Forest Conservation Exemption Review

 
 New Application   Revised Application   Amendment    Recertification of Expired NRI/FSD 

 
✔

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park

1.89 82531
207NW04 HM343 Not within SPA

00453613 0453602 00453590 00453588 00453577
00453624 00453635 00453646 00453657 00453668

Grove Street 385 SW Kirkside Drive

5409 Grove Street Chevy Chase

See attached 5 7

Little Falls

1.89 0.00 0.00 0.00

0.00 0.00 0 0

✔

Linda Komes, M-NCPPC

9500 Brunett Ave

Silver Spring MD 20910

(301) 650-2860 (301) 585-1921 Linda.Komes@mncppc-mc.org



NRI/FSD Application 2 of 5 

Contact Person (If other than applicant) 

Name

Street Address

City State                                                     Zip Code

Telephone Number      ext. Fax Number E-mail
 
Plan Preparer (Qualifications of preparer must be included if individual has not been previously certified.) 

Name L.A. or Forester Certification No.

Street Address

City State                                                     Zip Code

Telephone Number      ext. Fax Number E-mail

 

Complete sections 1 and 2: (and section 3 if applying for an FCP Exemption)         

1.

Type of Plan approval being applied for in addition to this NRI/FSD application 
  Pre-Application Submission   Development Plan 

  Minor Subdivision   Mandatory Referral 

  Preliminary Plan 

  Site Plan 

  Sediment Control or Small Land Disturbance (if known,              
MCDPS permit # __________) 

  Project Plan   Special Exception 

2.

Type of NRI/FSD Plan Submittal (See Forest Conservation Regulationfor NRI/FSD requirements):
  Full NRI/FSD (as described in the Forest Conservation Regulations, Section 106)

Simplified NRI/FSD (property boundaries, topography, streams and buffers if proposed l.o.d. is within 200’ of a 
stream, existing forest boundaries, specimen trees, existing improvements)

Existing Conditions Plan (topography, existing & proposed improvements, existing & proposed lot lines.)

3.

Complete all information below if applying for FCP Exemption (If you are clearing more than 5,000 sf. of forest/tree 
canopy or you answer yes to e, f or g below, you may not qualify for an exemption, refer to the Chapter 22A-5 of the 
Forest Conservation Law to determine if a Tree Save Plan or FCP will be required).

a.  Type of Exemption being applied for:  __________________________________________________________ 
(Refer to the Forest Conservation Law, section 22A-5 for description of exemptions.  Attach appropriate information to support the
request including plan drawings, narrative of activities, tree clearing illustrations, etc.)

b.  Is the Declaration of Intent attached, if required?  Yes      No    

 If yes, type:    Agricultural       Real Estate Transfer       Residential Single Lot 

c.  Total area of existing forest: ___________ ac. or ___________________ s.f. 
d.  Total area of forest/tree disturbance (measured by canopy area removed): _________ ac. or ____________ s.f.

e.  Are any of the trees  30” in diameter at 4.5’ above the ground, or otherwise a specimen of the species? 
  Yes  (If yes, attach site plan drawing/sketch showing the trees in relation to the proposed limits of disturbance.)      No   

f.   Is the clearing area within a stream buffer?   Yes      No (Area within 200 – 300 feet of a stream could be part of a buffer.) 

g.  Is a SPA water quality plan required?           Yes       No 
(Contact MCDPS for information regarding the SPA requirements at 240 777-6242)

Park Development Plan

Andrew E. Streagle, RLA MD RLA # 3381

12750 Twinbrook Parkway 

Rockville MD 20852

(301) 881-2545 1153 (301) 881-0814 astreagle@amtengineering.com

✔

✔

22A-5 (t)

0.00 0.00
0 0

✔

✔

✔
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Supplemental Information: 
Previous Plan Submittals: (enter information, if applicable)
NRI/FSD Submission Name ______________________________________ File Number  4  
Pre-Application Submission Name ______________________________________ File Number  7____________ 
Other Plan Name ______________________________________ File Number    ____________ 
 
Describe the nature of the amendment or why the plan is being recertified, if applicable.   Attached 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applicant hereby notifies that he/she is the sole owner of the subject property, is otherwise legally authorized to 
represent the owner(s) (written verification provided), or  is a contract purchaser authorized to submit this application by 
the property owner (written verification provided). 
Signature of Applicant (Owner or Contract Purchaser)              
 
___________________________________________________________________________ ___________________ 
Signature           Date 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Print Name 
 

Checklist
The checklist below shall be used to identify the necessary information for the review and approval of 
NRI/FSDs and requests to be exempt from submitting a forest conservation plan.  This checklist must be 
completed and submitted as part of the application.     

 Applicants submitting for a full NRI/FSD must complete sections 1, 2, and 3. 
 Applicants submitting for a simplified NRI/FSD must complete sections 1, and 2. 
 Applicants submitting a request to be exempt from submitting a forest conservation plan must 

complete section 1, 2, and 4. 
 Applicants permitted to submit an existing conditions plan must complete section 1 and 2.1 to 2.11. 

   
In certain instances, it may be necessary to submit additional information, or additional information may be 
requested to determine the exact location of natural features such as wetlands.  See the submission 
requirements document for more information on each item in the checklist below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________Chevy Chase Open Space 2009125E

Amend previous exemption during development of facility plan

✔

Linda Komes, M-NCPPC Project Manager



NRI/FSD Application 4 of 5
No.

Copies
Qualified

Professional
M-NCPPC

Staff
Section 1.  General Information 
1.1. Complete application form and checklist........................................  1   
1.2. Complete fee schedule and worksheet ..........................................  1   
1.3. PDF image of plan drawing…………………………………………… 1   
    
Section 2. Required for All Applications (Information to be shown on 
the plan) 2 

2.1. Scaled drawing with north arrow ....................................................     
2.2. Title Information .............................................................................     
2.3. Vicinity map location .......................................................................     
2.4. Signature and seal of plan preparer ...............................................     
2.5. Plan notes ......................................................................................     
2.6. Boundary Outline of Property .........................................................     
2.7. Existing roads, driveways, and buildings ........................................     
2.8. Existing topography ........................................................................     
2.9. Watershed………………………………………………………………    

2.10. Watershed use class…………………………………………………..    
2.11. SPA or PMA…………………………………………………………….    
2.12. Perennial and intermittent streams ................................................     
2.13. Stream/environmental buffers ........................................................     
2.14. Floodplains .....................................................................................     
2.15. Floodplain building restriction lines ................................................     
2.16. Floodplain source  ..........................................................................     
2.17. Soils and soil contours ...................................................................     
2.18. Soils table .......................................................................................     
2.19. Slopes 25% and greater .................................................................     
2.20. Slopes between 15 to 25% on erodible soils ..................................     
2.21. Slopes 15% and greater in the Upper Paint Branch SPA ..............     
2.22. Wetlands ........................................................................................     
2.23. Wetland buffers ..............................................................................     
2.24. Wetland source ..............................................................................     
2.25. Observed rare, threatened and endangered species .....................     
2.26. Maryland DNR RTE letter ...............................................................     
2.27. Aerial extent of forest and tree cover .............................................     
2.28. Cultural features and historic sites .................................................     
2.29. Trees 24 inches DBH and greater ..................................................     
2.30. Specimen trees ..............................................................................     
2.31. Champion trees and trees 75% of state champion ........................     
2.32. Tree diameter measurement tool ...................................................     
2.33. Tree table .......................................................................................     
2.34. Legend/Key ....................................................................................     
2.35. Resource data table .......................................................................     
2.36. Date(s) field work conducted ..........................................................     
2.37. Person(s) conducting field work .....................................................     
 
 
 
 

Included
Included
Included

Included
Included
Included
Included
Included
Included
Included
Included
Included
Included
Not Present
Not Present
Not Present
Not Present
Not Present
Not Present
Included
Included
Included
Not Present
Not in PB SPA
Not Present
Not Present
Not Present
Not Present
Included
Included
Not Present
Included
Included
Not Present
D Tape
Included
Included
Included
Shown in Notes
Shown in Notes



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The plan preparer hereby certifies that all required information for the submission of forest conservation plan has been 
included in this application, and that to the best of his/her knowledge, information, and reasonable belief, the information 
and data are accurate. 
 

Signature of Plan Preparer              
 
___________________________________________________________________________ ___________________ 
Signature           Date 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Name (Type or Print) 
 
 
 
 
 

 NRI/FSD Application 5 of 5
 No.

Copies
Qualified

Professional
M-NCPPC

Staff
Section 3.  To be completed for all full NRI/FSDs 2 

3.1. Delineation of multiple forest stands…………………………………     
3.2. Priority ranking for each forest stand………………………………...     
3.3. Designation of each forest stand……………………………….……     
3.4. Stand Description………………………………………………………    

 a.  Acreage .....................................................................................     
 b.  Dominant and co-dominant species ..........................................     
 c.  Size class of species .................................................................     
 d.  Percent canopy closure .............................................................     
 e.  Number of canopy layers ..........................................................     
 f:  Percent floor covered by:  (i) herbaceous plants, (ii) downed 

woody material, (iii) alien or invasive species ............................  
   

g.  Condition classes, structure, function, retention potential, 
transplant and regenerative potential ........................................  

   

h. Evidence of past management practices ...................................     
3.1. Forest sampling/reference points located on drawing ....................     
    

Section 4. To be completed for all exemption requests 1 
4.1. Narrative statement  .......................................................................     
4.2. Exemption requested .....................................................................     
4.3. Amount of forest to be removed .....................................................     
4.4. Amount of forest to be removed in stream buffers .........................     
4.5. SPA water quality plan requirements .............................................     
4.6. Declaration of Intent  ......................................................................     

Not Included
Not Included
Not Included
Not Included
Not Included
Not Included
Not Included
Not Included
Not Included

Not Included

Not Included
Not Included
Not Included

Included
Included
Included
Included
Not Present
Not Present

Andrew E. Streagle, RLA



Account Number Lot Liber Folio
00453613 4 21733 285
00453602 5 21733 285
00453590 6 21733 285
00453588 7 21733 285
00453577 8 21733 285
00453624 20 24390 147
00453635 21 24390 147
00453646 22 24390 147
00453657 23 24390 147
00453668 24 21733 285



FOREST CONSERVATION EXEMPTION NARRATIVE 

The Chevy Chase Village Open Space Urban Park project is exempt under 
Section 22A-5(t) of the Montgomery County Code which reads as follows: 

Sec. 22A-5. Exemptions. 

     The requirements of Article II do not apply to: 

     (t)     a modification to existing developed property if: 

          (1)   no more than 5000 square feet of forest will be cleared; 

          (2)    the modification does not affect any forest in a stream buffer or 
located on property in a special protection area which must submit a water 
quality plan; and 

          (3) the modification does not require approval of a new subdivision 
plan.  (1992 L.M.C., ch. 4, § 1; 1996 L.M.C., ch. 20, § 1; 1998 L.M.C., ch. 12, § 1; 
2001 L.M.C., ch. 14, § 1; 2001 L.M.C., ch. 19, § 1; 2002 L.M.C., ch. 16, § 2; 2004 
L.M.C., ch. 20, §1; 2010 L.M.C., ch. 55, § 1.) 

The site upgrades being proposed for the project will not affect any forest on the 
site, in a stream buffer or otherwise. The property is not located in a special 
protection area. The proposed work will not require the approval of a new 
subdivision plan. 









 

 

Application Number: M-NCPPC Staff Use Only 
To be completed by the Applicant 

Applicant:  

Project Name: (30 character limit)  
 
 
 
 

Pre-Application Submission (check applicable boxes) 

 Staff Review Only $3,000.00 $ 

 Staff and Planning  Board Review $4,000.00 $ 

    

NRI/FSD Natural Resources Inventory/Forest Stand Delineation (check applicable boxes)  

 NRI/FSD $720.00 $ 

 NRI/FSD Amendment $410.00 $ 

 NRI/FSD Recertification Request  $410.00 $ 

 Forest Conservation Exemption Request or Recertification $180.00 $ 

   

 
Forest Conservation Plan (check applicable boxes) 

 Single Family Residential $480.00 + $200.00 per lot # of lots  _______ x $200 = __________ $ 

 All Others $980.00 + $290.00 per acre # of acres ______ x $290 = _________ $ 

 
The above FCP fees are paid in stages:   70% due at preliminary FCP submittal  $______________ 

20% due at final FCP submittal             $______________ 
10% due before final FCP signoff         $______________ 

  

 FCP Amendment without Planning Board Hearing  $750.00  $ 

 FCP Amendment with Planning Board Hearing  $1,500.00  $ 

 Financial Security reduction, change, or release request  $90.00  $ 

 Fence installation within a conservation easement request  $135.00  $ 

 Forest Conservation Bank review  $1,000.00  $ 

     

 
 
 

 

Development Review Division 
Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning 
Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission                                                   March 25, 2010

1 of 3 
 

8787 Georgia Avenue Phone  301.495.4595 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 www.montgomeryplanning.org/development                                 Fax  301.495.1306 

FEE SCHEDULE AND WORKSHEET 

MNCPPC, Montgomery County Parks Department - Linda Komes

Chevy Chase Open Space Urban Park

0.00

0.00

✔

0.00

0.00

0.00

180.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00



 
Preliminary Plan of Subdivision (check applicable boxes)                                                                         Fee Schedule and Worksheet   2 of 3 

 (SPA-Special Protection Area)  Residential (Dwelling Units – DUs) 

 Residential  

 1 to 100 DUs 

 DUs over 100 

 
$2,500.00 + $365.00 per DU 

                    $100.00 per DU 

 

    $ 

 

#  of  DUs (1 to 100)  ______  x  

  $365  =  $______________  + 

# of DUs (over 100)   ______  x 

  $100  =  $________________ 

    SPA within plan 

        1 to 9 DUs 

        10 to 50 DUs 

        more than 50 DUs 
 

 

$380.00 

$750.00 

$750.00 + $20.00 per DUs over 50 

 

 

 
$ 

# of DUs > 50  ________  x      
$20  =  $________________ 

 

 
                                               Commercial/Industrial (Square Footage – SF) 
 

 Commercial 

 1 to 9,999 SF 

 10,000 to 24,999 SF 

 25,000 SF or more 

 
$4,000.00 + .15 per SF 

$5,000.00 + .15 per SF 

$6,000.00 + .15 per SF 

#  of SF ______________  x 

   $0.15 =  $__________________ 

   

$ 

     SPA within plan $750.00 
 
 $ 

 Other   

 Institutional/Religious 

     SPA within plan 

$3,310.00 

$750.00 
 $ 

 Minor Amendment of Approved Plans $2,500.00  $ 

 Extension of Approved Plan $2,390.00  $ 

 Subdivision Regulation Waiver (50-38) $2,390.00 per waiver # of waivers ______   $ 

    

 
Project Plan (check applicable boxes) 

 Residential (DUs) $4,500.00 + $75.00 per DU # of DUs _______ x $75 =____________ $ 

 Commercial (GFA) $4,500.00 + $0.15 per SF # of SF_________ x $.15 = __________ $ 

 Amendment Same as Project Plan (enter above)   

 Extensions $2,310.00  $ 

    

 
 
 
 
 

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0

0

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00 0.00

0
0.00

0.00

0

0
0.00

0.00

0.00



 
Site Plan (check applicable boxes)                                                                                         Fee Schedule and Worksheet  3 of 3 

   (SPA-Special Protection Area) Residential (Dwelling Units – DU’s) 

 Residential 

 1 to 9 DUs 

 10 or more DUs 

 

$4,000.00 + $165.00 per DU 

$5,500.00 + $165.00 per DU 

#  of  DUs  ________  x  

    $165  =  $_______________ 
 $ 

    SPA within plan 

        1 to 9 DUs 

        10 to 50 DUs 

        more than 50 DUs 

 

$380.00 

$750.00  

$750.00 + $20.00 per DUs over 50 

 

$ 

# of DUs > 50  ________  x 

   $20  =  $_________________ 

    

 Commercial/Industrial (Square Footage – SF)  

 Commercial 

 1 to 9,999 SF 

 10,000 or more SF 

 
$4,000.00 + .15 per SF 

$5,500.00 + .15 per SF 

#  of SF ______________  x  

   $0.15 = $________________ 
   $ 

    SPA within plan  $750.00   $ 

   Other  

 Institutional/Religious 

     SPA within plan 

$5,020.00 

$750.00 

 
 
 
 

$ 

 Major Amendments to      
Approved Site Plans 

Same as Site Plan (enter above with SPA fee)   

 Minor Amendments to Approved Site Plans  

Amendment Type Application Process Changes Fee  

 Administrative  Application* 

 No DRC Meeting 

Actual pricing depends on 
number and type of revisions.  
Contact staff for price. 

$1000.00 
to 
$3,250.00 

$ 

 Consent  Application* 

 DRC Meeting possible 
Could require coordination with 
other agencies 

$3,250.00 $ 

 Limited  Application* 

 DRC Meeting 
Requires coordination with other 
agencies 

$4,500.00 $ 

* The application must include a letter explaining the nature, scope and reasons for the requested changes. 

    
  

 Record Plats $2100.00 Number of Plats: _________ $ 

    

                                 Initial Fee Total  $ 

  Total  $  

                                 Make Checks payable to the M-NCPPC 

If submitting an initial application, the initial  

filing fee is ¼ of the total. 

Initial submission fees only apply to: 

Pre-Application, Preliminary, Site, Project, 

and Major Plan Amendments 

 

Date Received  

Check No.  

Received by  

  

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00
0

0.00

0
0.00

0

0.00

180.00
0.00

0.00

0.00

NOT APPLICABLE



NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
1" = 2000'

VICINITY MAP

PROPERTY INFORMATION:

GENERAL NOTES

THIS PLAN IS FOR NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY/FOREST
STAND DELINEATION PLAN PURPOSES ONLY

MAPPED SOIL TYPES

SUMMARY TABLE

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION:

SITE

Montgomery County Department of Parks
9500 Brunett Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901
(301) 495-2535

The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

ISSUED FOR PROCUREMENT ON___________________

  REVISIONS

WESTERN GROVE PARK
5409 Grove Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Liber             Folio

________________________________________________
    Designer's Name

________________________________________________
    Address

________________________________________________
    City/State/Zip

________________________________________________
    Telephone Number

DESIGN

Landscape Architect                            Date          Checked By:

Architect                                              Date          Checked By:

Engineer                                              Date          Checked By:

Drawn by                                             Date          Checked By:

Rev. No.     Date                                 Description

SCALE:

DWG. #
REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Project Manager                                                                 Date

Construction Manager                                                        Date

Park Manager                                                                     Date
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12750 Twinbrook Parkway
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Professional Certification . I hereby certify that these
documents were prepared or approved by me, and
that I am a duly licensed landscape architect under
the laws of the State of Maryland.

License No._________________________________

Expiration Date______________________________
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NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY
TREE PROTECTION DETAILS

THIS PLAN IS FOR NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY/FOREST
STAND DELINEATION PLAN PURPOSES ONLY

TREE IDENTIFICATION, CONDITIONS AND RETENTION
POTENTIAL:

FOREST CONSERVATION EXEMPTION INSPECTION NOTES:

Montgomery County Department of Parks
9500 Brunett Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901
(301) 495-2535

The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

ISSUED FOR PROCUREMENT ON___________________

  REVISIONS
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    Address
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    City/State/Zip
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DESIGN
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Architect                                              Date          Checked By:

Engineer                                              Date          Checked By:

Drawn by                                             Date          Checked By:
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SCALE:

DWG. #
REVIEW AND APPROVAL
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Professional Certification . I hereby certify that these
documents were prepared or approved by me, and
that I am a duly licensed landscape architect under
the laws of the State of Maryland.

License No._________________________________

Expiration Date______________________________
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Montgomery County Department of Parks
9500 Brunett Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901
(301) 495-2535

The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

ISSUED FOR PROCUREMENT ON___________________

  REVISIONS

WESTERN GROVE PARK
5409 Grove Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815
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________________________________________________
    Designer's Name

________________________________________________
    Address

________________________________________________
    City/State/Zip

________________________________________________
    Telephone Number

DESIGN

Landscape Architect                            Date          Checked By:

Architect                                              Date          Checked By:

Engineer                                              Date          Checked By:

Drawn by                                             Date          Checked By:

Rev. No.     Date                                 Description

SCALE:

DWG. #
REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Project Manager                                                                 Date

Construction Manager                                                        Date

Park Manager                                                                     Date

A. MORTON THOMAS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

12750 Twinbrook Parkway

Rockville, MD 20852

301-881-2545

A
. M

or
to

n 
Th

om
as

 &
 A

ss
oc

. I
nc

.
12

75
0 

Tw
in

br
oo

k 
Pa

rk
w

ay
,

Ro
ck

vi
lle

, M
D

 2
08

52
30

1.
88

1.
25

45

Professional Certification . I hereby certify that these
documents were prepared or approved by me, and
that I am a duly licensed landscape architect under
the laws of the State of Maryland.

License No._________________________________

Expiration Date______________________________
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NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY
TREE PROTECTION PLAN

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
1" = 2000'

VICINITY MAP

FOREST CONSERVATION EXEMPTION INSPECTION NOTES:

SITE

THIS PLAN IS FOR TREE PROTECTION/
FOREST CONSERVATION PLAN PURPOSES ONLY



Montgomery County Department of Parks
9500 Brunett Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20901
(301) 495-2535

The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

ISSUED FOR PROCUREMENT ON___________________
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WESTERN GROVE PARK
5409 Grove Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815
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Professional Certification . I hereby certify that these
documents were prepared or approved by me, and
that I am a duly licensed landscape architect under
the laws of the State of Maryland.

License No._________________________________

Expiration Date______________________________
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NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY
TREE PROTECTION DETAILS

ATTACH THE SIGN TO POST
WITH HEAVY-DUTY ZIPTIES
TYP. 3 PLACES

NOTES:
1.  ATTACHMENT OF SIGNS TO TREES IS PROHIBITED.
2.  SIGNS SHOULD BE PROPERLY MAINTAINED.
3.  AVOID INJURY TO ROOTS WHEN PLACING POSTS FOR THE SIGNS.

MIN. 11"

MIN. 15"

5' TALL HARD WOOD
STAKE

20 " MIN.

Do not work or place
materials beyond

this tree protection
fence

Machinery, dumping or
storage of any materials
prohibited.  Violators are

subject to fines as
imposed by the Maryland
Forest Conservation Act

of 1991

STEEL "T" BAR OR
"U" CHANNEL POST

MAX. 10 FEET

4 FE
E

T M
IN

.

HIGHLY VISIBLE FLAGGING

14 GAUGE 2" X 4"
WELDED WIRE FENCE

INSTALL ANCHOR POSTS
TO A DEPTH OF NO

 LESS THAN  1/3 OF THE
TOTAL HEIGHT OF POST

MAIN TRUNK OF TREE

INSTALL A 2"x4" MIN.
BOARD WITH  FOAM TIED
ON WORK SIDE OF TREE

HEIGHT AS
DIRECTED

BY THE ARBORIST

NATURAL GROUND

MIN. 12"Ø NATURAL
FIBER/NYLON ROPE OR
STAPS.
MIN. 3 PLACES OR AS
DIRECTED BY THE
ARBORIST

TRUNK
2" MIN. CLOSED CELL FOAM
ROPE OR STAP
2"x4" MIN.
BOARD

TREE IDENTIFICATION, CONDITIONS AND RETENTION
POTENTIAL:

THIS PLAN IS FOR TREE PROTECTION/
FOREST CONSERVATION PLAN PURPOSES ONLY

Department of Parks, Montgomery County, Maryland
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

320ABOVE GRADE BRICK TRAIL
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  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

Appendix G – Stormwater Concept Report 
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Stormwater Concept Report 
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  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 
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  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 

Appendix H – Geotechnical Report 
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Geotechnical Report 
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  Chevy Chase Village 
Western Grove Park Facility Plan 
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