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April 17, 2017
Introduction
One of the remarkable benefits of living in the Village is our public safety services. Even
though we have only slightly more than 700 homes, we have our own locally controlled
police force patrolling our streets and our own 24/7 communications center.
As a community, we greatly benefit not just from having these outstanding public safety
resources devoted to protecting us 24/7, but also from having community control over
these resources.
Topics for tonight:
1.
Public Safety Committee -- Our Committee serves as a citizens advisory board
to the Board of Managers and to the Chief. We also serve as a liaison to the Bethesda
District of the Montgomery County Police. Our members are: Oliver Davidson; Peter
Kilborn; Betty O'Connor; Irwin Pernick; Lisa Sanders; John Talbott; and Paloma Zuleta.
2. Lock Your Car -- There is one thing everyone can do to improve our collective
welfare. That is to lock your cars at night. We have way too many nighttime thefts from
unlocked cars. They are not significant in terms of dollar value, but, by leaving our cars
unlocked at night, we are creating the potential for far more serious crimes and we are
putting everyone at risk. Please lock your cars at night.
3. Call if Anything Arouses Suspicion -- Call the police immediately when you see
or hear anything suspicious. Residents are sometimes reluctant to call the police (or
delay calling) for various reasons. Our police department wants to hear from you right
away when something happens so that they can respond and investigate whatever
you've seen or heard. A successful night of property crime emboldens the thieves to
come back to the Village and commit their crimes again. Call the police. That's what
they're here for. For emergencies, call 911. For anything else (including any suspicious
activity), call the Communications Center at (301) 654-7300.
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REPORT OF THE TRAFFIC COMMITTEE, BY PORTER WHEELER, CHAIR
The Traffic Committee (TC) had only informal discussions during the second half of
2016, primarily to keep current on the status of the pedestrian crossing installation
by SHA on Connecticut Avenue at Lenox Street. As expected, the flashing warning
lights seem to have limited effectiveness. TC members feel that they may even give
a false confidence to pedestrians since they do not stop traffic and are not expected
or well understood by drivers.
In early 2017, the TC became aware of a petition, dated December 21, 2016, made
directly to the Board of Managers, requesting a waiver of the existing CCV Speed
Hump Policy. The TC met on February 7 to discuss the matter and an alternative
proposal by Mr. Gary Crockett to instead make substantial amendments to the
existing policy.
Later on Mr. Crockett shared with the Board a revised proposal for amendments to
the existing policy, and the Board asked the TC for comments on same. The TC met
again on March 22 to conduct an extensive discussion of the specific amendments.
We developed our comments, which were unanimously adopted by the TC group
present, and submitted them by memorandum to the Board for their April 10
meeting and public hearing on the matter. In short, the TC is comfortable with the
existing policy, recommends retention of a vehicle speed criterion, and suggests
several improvements that could be made if revisions are undertaken.
pkw

CHEVY CHASE VILLAGE LOCAL ADVISORY PANEL
TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

April 17, 2017—Report to Chevy Chase Village Board
Membership:
Our panel consists of: Gail Feldman, Myra Kovey, Mark Nadel, Helene Sacks, Betsy Stephens,
Peter Wellington, and Tom Bourke.
Background:
In 1998 the County Council designated the “Chevy Chase Village Historic District” as the area
generally bounded by Cedar Parkway on the west, Grafton Street on the south, Brookville Road on the
east, and Bradley Lane on the north. Exterior changes there require an Historic Area Work Permit
(“HAWP”) in addition to a normal building permit which may also be required. HAWPs are reviewed
by the County’s Historic Preservation Commission (“HPC”), which meets every two weeks. Our Local
Advisory Panel (“LAP”) provides community input to the HPC, which is legally required to give
“considerable weight” to our recommendations. Therefore, strictly speaking, the LAP is not a Village
committee; rather it is an advisory group for the County HPC.
Philosophy:
Our members are very mindful that part of our goal is to mitigate a sometimes cumbersome
process for the residents. We have generally found that the HPC and the County Staff who prepare the
reviews are very professional, but may tend toward stricter control. There have been no instances in
recent memory where a majority of the LAP felt County Staff was too lenient. We also know that the
Village Board has traditionally been concerned that the County process may infringe on the judgments
and preferences of the residents. Therefore part of serving on the LAP is recognition that we place a
high priority on promoting compromise and flexibility.
Our Operating Procedures:
The HPC meets twice per month, on a very tight, bi-weekly schedule. We receive a county staff
report and must provide our input within a matter of days; so we review and provide input through an
exchange of emails. Our LAP was in agreement internally on all our applications this year. In the past,
if there was not a full consensus, we reported our divergent views to the HPC. In the interest of
transparency, all of our email is automatically cc’d to the Village office for archiving. These emails are
available to Village residents for review.
Current Work:
Since the last CCV Board meeting there have been 26 applications on which we commented.
Most cases have moved through without major problems. We had two instances where we had some
reservations about proposed alterations to the rear of existing houses, but we agreed with the HPC that
our Guidelines permitted approval of the applications. Our residents and contractors seem to be more
aware of the need to submit applications for HAWPs, and our overall sense of the HPC staff is that they
may be becoming less strict – permitting new windows (provided they are simulated divided light), and
are less involved in hardscape alterations, rear additions etc.
Residents should also be aware that there are tax credits to defray a portion of costs if exterior
work is properly documented in advance of work being done. Information is available at the County
website: http://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/historic/tax-credits/ and there is a further link to State
tax benefits.
Submitted on behalf of the LAP by it Chair: Thomas K. Bourke, 36 Quincy St.

Report on Western Grove Park
By Meredith Wellington
Chair, Friends of Western Grove
April 17, 2017
The Friends of Western Grove have raised $140,000 in private donations. This sum
appears to be enough to finish all of the requirements of the Park. The Park is
scheduled to open after Labor Day, and there will be an official opening event in
September. We do not have the exact date yet from Parks.
I want to thank the Friends Committee, Diane Kartalia, Lyric Winik, Nina
Bang- Jensen, Virginia Leachman, Peter Yeo, Susie Eig, and Jay Treadwell.
I also want to thank you, the Board of Managers, for your critical support of this
project. Much thanks also goes to Shana and Ellen, and the CCV staff.

Annual Report of the Environment and Energy Committee
April 17, 2017
The Environment and Energy Committee’s goal is to help Chevy Chase Village
become a sustainable community. It aims to do this by supporting efforts to reduce
the Village’s overall environmental footprint through, for example, conserving
energy, reducing pollution and waste, enhancing the Village’s urban forest and
green space, reducing noise pollution and runoff, and greening residential and
Village landscaping practices.
The E&E Committee raises awareness of these issues by sponsoring lectures,
promoting food waste composting and recycling and working with other Chevy
Chase Village Committees and neighboring communities to share good practices.
These goals and objectives are included in the Environment and Energy
Committee’s updated Mission Statement, which was approved by the Board in
January 2015.
Committee Membership
Marilyn Bracken, PhD and Marea Hatziolos Grant, PhD. Co-Chairs
Members include Valery Amiel, Oliver Davidson, Jonathan Lyons, Diane Pape, Betsy
Stephens, and Ralph Stephens
Board Contact: Gary Crockett
Activities in 2016
The Environment and Energy Committee:
 Organized a Sustainable Living Lecture Series designed to inform residents
about current issues of interest around the theme of sustainable
communities and sustainable living.
o Healthy and Safe Lawns was the title of the fifth lecture in the series.
Montgomery County Council recently passed Bill 52-14 Healthy
Lawns, which restricts the use of certain pesticides on private lawns,
and health care facilities and playgrounds. Two speakers discussed
the ramifications of the new law and alternatives to the use of
pesticides on residential lawns.
 Worked with the Board of Managers to prepare a letter to Village residents
and the Chevy Chase Village Crier regarding the issue of noise and pollution
from leaf blowers. Pollution from two-stroke engine leaf blowers is
significant, causing exposure to carbon pollution and increased respiratory
problems. Using the lowest possible fan speed on current equipment
decreases the amount of noise and also decreases the amount of atmospheric
pollution from allergens and bacteria.
 The Committee suggested that residents who use lawn services talk with
their contractors about ways to reduce noise and air pollution. It was
recommended that contractors consider switching to electric or battery
powered machines when they are upgrading their equipment. Users should







employ the lowest setting possible when operating their equipment, blowers,
mowers, etc. Use only one machine at a time to reduce the noise. Residents
might remind lawn care services that equipment must be in compliance with
Montgomery County noise regulations. Residents can look to see if there is an
ANSI sticker indicating maximum decibel level on the equipment.
Continued monitoring implementation of the Montgomery County Healthy
Lawns Bill 52-14, which was enacted in 2016. The Bill calls for restrictions
on non-essential uses of certain pesticides deemed harmful to human health
and the environment. Homeowners will be subjected to the Law in 2018.
Continued involvement with the Village to assess the effectiveness of
recycling efforts, particularly related to the use of the new (larger) recycling
bins distributed to households, and impacts on contractors’ access.
Collaborated with neighboring communities and organizations such as the
Little Falls Watershed Alliance and Bethesda Green to identify good
environmental practices, which could be shared with Village residents.
Published articles in the Crier on Recycling, Responsible Pesticide Use..

Activities and Emphasis in 2017
The Environment and Energy Committee has agreed to focus its efforts around the
following themes:







Education and Outreach (e.g., through the Sustainable Living Lecture Series
and regular articles in the Village Crier)
Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Green Energy Alternatives
Recycling and Food Waste and other Composting
Collaboration with neighboring communities on issues of common concern
Measuring results

Submitted by the Environment and Energy Committee
April 17, 2017
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April 13, 2017
The Board of Managers,
The Tree Committee has very little to report. The new chair is very grateful to Sam
Lawrence, the outgoing chair, for his cooperation and helpful advice and assistance.
Under Mr. Lawrence’s leadership and management with the encouragement and support
of Mr. Denger, the canopy in the village experienced a sustained expansion. The Spring
2017 planting is now underway. Together with the arborist, we have chosen locations for
plantings for several dozen trees, often in consultation with the residents regarding
species and specific location. Those planting should be accomplished over the next few
weeks.
Thank you for your attention,
Philip Webre
For the Tree Committee

